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HOW TO HIRE A GARDEN DESIGNER

The long days of sumnmer
are the perfect time to linger
in your favorite garden spot
with iced coffee of lemonade
and evaluate your gardenmg
sticcesses, concede the fail-
ures, and make plans for
your landscape’s future I
your ideas grow beyond
adding a few plants here
and there, you may want to

consider hiring a garden

designer

Remember that land-
scaping has three basic
phases: design, installation,
and mamtenance. '

A good design provides

the foundation for a healthy
landscape Your design can
be a master plan for imple-
mentation in phases, as your
time and budget allow '

Without proper
mstallation, plants won't
thrive in their new home.
Design and, installation dir-
ectly influence how easy or
ifficult the garden will be
to maintain Landscaping
with native plants helps re-
duce time spent.on yotir
maintenance routine, which
leaves you more time to
enjoy just being in your
garden

As with any wmivestment,
1t’s wise to do some home-
work before hiring a con-
tractor to work for you

Landscape designers

offer a varniety of services;
many specialize 1n a specific
ared, such as design using
native plants, wafer-conserv-
ing wrrigation, and landscape -
lighting,

If you want to revamp.
your landscape, you can
pursue your new look in
several ways.

° You can hire a design-
er to develop a landscaping
plan and install the plants
yourself If you're comfort-
able working with plants and
have the time and inclination
to work in your garden but
don’t know which plants are
available m the nursery trade,
this is a good choice’

e Obtain a design, then
ask for bids to have someone
else do all the work for you.
Going out for bid will help
you geta Competltwe price
Remember that the b1ggest 18
not: always the best — i
most cases you do get what
you pay for Bigcom-paniés
may be efficient be-cause
they have a large labor force,
but a smaller company may
offer more personalized
service

e Hire a company to do
both the design and installa-
tion Make sure you're get-
ting the plants you really
want, and not just the ones

they want to move out of
read on, page 6

ble occupancy, not
including airfare to El
Paso and return, is only
$1 199. For more infor-
e éti‘on_ please call Tela
t'or Flo OxIey at
‘)‘929 3600,

- Center ona spamq] st
day tr1p to the foas
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Mark your calendars for August 12 and
watch for your invitation to our annual
Membership Open House! We'll be
screening our new video, “Seeds for
Tomorrow “ The video was funded by a
generous grant from the Day Founda-
tion, which Center Trustee Deen Day
Smith oversees Come beat the heat with
anice cream social en the Center
grounds!

Research Assistant Marcia Hermann 1s
overseeing plant rescues at the Wild-
flower Center’s new site, moving plants
that could be damaged during construc-
Hon and saving them to be replanted
once construction is completed. Thanks
to the hard work of Marcia and her crew,
the Center will save a lot of money on
landscaping —— and the plants will be
more mature that what we could have
purchased!

Special thanks to the Wyndham Hotel,
Maima’s Muffins, and Texas French
Bread for uriderwriting a special recep-
tion during the annual Wildflower Days
Festival in April Three astronauts from
the Space Shutitle Discovery presented

Lady Bird Johnson w1th Wﬂdﬂower seeds
they carried into space Parh(:lpatmg in the
ceremony with Mzrs. Johnson were Retired
Marine Col. Jitn Buchli, Army Lt. Col. Sam

Gemar, Navy Capt Ken Reightler, and

Hans Mark, former deputy adnrumstrator
of NASA,

Media coverage of Wildflower Center
activities has been terrific this year, By: the
time Wildflower reaches your door, you
may have seen Mrs. Johnsor with Chiaxles
Kuralt on the “CBS News Sunday Morn-
ing” show, in TIME ma'gazine, the
Washington Post, the New York Times,
Ms. miagazine, Town and Country -
magazine, the Detroit Free-Press, the San
Franciseo Examiner, and VICTORTA
magazine. \

More than 1,500 chuldren visited the
Center this spring! Volunteer Coordinater
Peggy Budd supervised the efforts of
many staff and volunteers who worked to
create a memorable outing for all the kids,
who received tours and presentations
geared to their level of understanding
Many enjoyed picnielunches under our
shade trees
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Editor’s note: Faith Thompson Campbell,
Ph.D., a senior research associate with
the Natural Resources Defense Council
in Washington, D C , has led the fight to
protect native plants m the United States
and in foreign countries.

Environmentally concerned
gardeners wish to avoid buying
plants that have been dug from the
wild, but governmental regulations
make it difficult to determine plant
orgins. ' 7

- Because of the lack of regulation
of plant collecting at the state or
federal level, we don’'t know exactly
how many wild-collected plants are
sold by U S mail-order nurseries and
roadside garden centers. However,
when all types of plants are consid-
ered, the total number taken from the
wild may well reach seve,ral m11110n
plants.each year.

‘Unfortunately, the Federal Trade
Commission’s Guiides far the Nursery
Industry actually encourage nurseries
to label plants taken from the wild as

“nursery grown” — as long as they
are maintained for as little as one
growing seasorn.

- The length of time wild-collected
plants remain in a nursery — a smgle
growing sedson or several years — is
irrelevant to the impact of the original
collection on wild populations. Over-
collection can threaten the survival of
some native plant spec1es or make
them much mote difficult to find in
the wild o

To correct this situation, nine
environmental organizations, nurser-
ies, and a professional nursery
association, petitioned the FTC in
1991 to amend the Guides:

Natural Resources Defense Council,
California Native Plant Society,
Environmental Defense Fund,
Garden Club of America, Mt. Cuba
Center for the Study of Piedmont
Flora, National Audubon Society,
Native Plant Society of Oregon, New
England Wildflower Society, TRAF-
FIC (USA)}, Native Gardens of Green-
back, Tennessee, Niche Gardens
Nursery of Chapel Hill, North Caro-
lina, Montrose Nursery of Hillsboro,
North Carolina, and the American

Association of Nurserymen.

The petition asks that the gmde-
lines be amended to.

¢ Eliminate confusion and
possible deception about the or1gma1
source of the plant material; -

¢ Make the guidelines conform
with standards applied to interna-
tional law — and the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES), and

¢ Eliminate the unfair competi-
tive advantage enjoyed by nurseries
that sell relatively cheap wild-
collected plants instead of more
expensive propagated ones.

The FTC has not acted on the
petition, perhaps because staffers
don’t believe that there’s strong,
enough interest in 1earn1ng the true
origin of plants offered for sale.
Environmentalists and gardeners
must convincé them otherwise.

To some extent, voluntary
agreements have helped fill the void
The Dutch bulb industry now labels
bulbs as wild-collected or propa-
gated, and the Mailorder Association
of Nurserymen has adopted a label-
ing code of ethics. But neither agree-
ment can be Iegally enforced in the
United States, so Americart dealers

or propagated" We need answers

remain free to make misleading
claims about the origin of the bulbs
and wildflowers they sell.

In the mid-1980's, U S. dealers
annually imported between 100,000
and 150,000 wild-dug cyclamen. In
1987 alone, the U S. imported 4
million snowdrop bulbs, probably 70
percent of which had been wild-
collected from. Turk_e__y, and at least
155,000 cyclamen.

By 1989, various factors began
cutting into the demand for com-
monly wild-collected plants such as
cyclamen and snowdrop In 199, the
U.S. imported about 700,000 snow-
drops and nearly 70,000 cyclamen
that hiad been wild-collected in
Turkey. By 1991, US. imports of
wild-collected snowdrops had
dropped another 45 percent —to
387,000 bulbs; but imports of wild- -
collected cyclamen: Tose 80 percent fo
127,000 corms.

It’s clear that efforts to educate
the public not to buy wild-collected
plants are working. If you think it’s
time that the U.S. Government helped
rather than hmdered gardeners’
efforts to find out if plants have been
propagated or dug from the wild,
write to the FTC and urge action.
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Botamcal Name: Pasmﬂom
mcamata )

Pronunciation: pass-eh-
FLOR-ah in-kar-NAH-tah
Common Name; Passion-
flower, Maypop

Family Name: Passifloraceae
{Passionflower family)
Range: Southwestern Penn-
sylvania to Maryland; south
to Florida; west to Texas,
north to Oklahoma, Missourr,
I]lmms, Indlana, and Ohio

Habltat Sandy tmckets and
open areas, fields, edges of
woods, and along streams

Bloom Period: June through

September

The passionflower 1s one
of natuie’s most striking and

unusual wildflowers.
Called flor de las conco
llagas, or flower of'the five

wounds, by éarly Jesuit mus-
sionaries, this plant was be-

heved to have important reli-
gious connotations and sym-
bolized faith and prety The
floral parts symbolically rep-
resent the Passion of Christ,
The five sepals and five pet-
als represent the ten faithful -
apostles; Peter, who demed
Christ, and Judas, who bet~
rayed Him, are excluded The
fringe represents the crown
of thorns, the five stamens
symibolize the five wounds;
the ovary represents the ham-
mer; and the three stigma
signify the three nails used to
hang Christ from the cross.
Although potentially
harmful in large amounts,
Native Americans and early
settlers used the passion-
flower medicinally Native
Americans made a poultice
with roots to soothe bruises,
boils, cuts, and earaches,”
Early pioneers made a sooth-
ing'eyewash and used the
plant to treat insomnia, ten-

sion headaches, and epllepsy
Passionflower; a qite
attractive landscape vine, can
be’ propagated fromi seeds or
carefully collected stemn cut-
tings. Seed germ1nat10n, how-
ever, is slow, requiringup to

" two years, In addition; only a-

very small percentage of seed
is actually viable,

A betterway is to propa-
gate the plant from. stem clit-
tmgs Begin w1th cuttmgs that
are apprommately six'to elght
inches it length and remove -
the. Iower Teaves, Planf the:
cuttings in a well-drained.
medium, makmg stire that -
one node of éach sten is bur-
ied tn-the medmm  Keep the |
cuttings under mistuntil'a -

- good Foot. system_l estab-
-hshed Transplant Topted :

SClei‘ltIfIC Name: Polygonatum
biflorum

Pronunciation: poe-lig-oh-
nat-um buy-floor-um
Common Name: Solomon’s
Seal, sealwort:

Family: Liliaceae (Lily farmly)
Habitat: Moist wooded
slopes, stream banks and

shightly acidic sols
Range: Northeastern US. and
Ontario, west to Nebraska,
south to Florida and Texas
Bloom Period: March
through June

A wildflower rich in
histery and folklore,

Solomon’s seal s a subtle
beauty. Found in moist acidic
soils, this plant is named after
King Solomon, a renowned
herbalist The cireular root-
stock scars, caused by the
death and withering of the
flowering stem, are believed
to resemble the King’s royal
seal

A perenmal that devel-
ops from a stout rhizoine, the
slender unbranched stera1s'
eight to thirty-six inches tall
and usually arches, Pale
green leaves, elhpnca]ly or
ovately shaped with taper-
ing ends, are nearly always
clasping the stem The leaves
are conspicuously veined and
light green underneath '

Flowers are light green
to yellow, tubular in shape,
and approximately one-haf

t0 one: mch il length' Sta]ks :
“attached to the:stem n

" axils support: uster of onei "'
- to three flowers. The berry

thought that spreading the
planton the fléorof the home

that develops isdarkblue.

- Thé placement of thi¢: ﬂowers '
: along ‘the: length' of the tem.
- differentiates Solomion's seal
* from False SoIomon sseal
" (Smﬂactmz) whlch has ﬂowerS )
located at the stetii's apex::

.Folklore has: credlted

Solomon s-seal with variois .
uses Arnerrcan Indlans used

‘ the c:rushed root to cure .
- wounds and poison ivy, and -
-to réemove the'black dnd blue
coloring froni bruises: Teas
were used to-relieve sto

would ward off splders and

.snakes
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Crested Butte W:Idﬂower Festwal
fuly 12417, Crested Butte; CO..:
- Contact: Crested Bul‘te Chamber of

Commerce, P:0. Box 216, Crested . .
Butte, co 81224

Landscape architects, designers

this year. Forty-four states require land-
scape architects to have a licenge to prac-
tice Qualifications and laws vary from
state to state, but all require a certain level
of education, experience, and exams.
Landscape architects tend to special-
ize in residential, commercial, of nstitu-
tional projects They have a broad back-
ground that incliides more of the hard-
scape aspects of Iandscapmg, 1nc1udmg

continued from page 1

retamng walls, fountans, grading, and
drainage, as well as legal issues. They
should be consulted when any type of
potential liability is involved Many, but
not all, landscape architeets possess ex-
tensive knowledge about plant growth
regiurements. '

- Landscape architects usually charge
mgre for their seryices.
— Denise D) Delaney

Plant a concern for the enwmnment
in the children you love!

You can sow the seeds.of learning about
the environment early with these
children’s books about plants Interesting
legends, beadtiful illustrations, and mind-
opening experiments combine to make
these selectionis not only educational but
fun for sunimer reading '

* Looking at Plants David Suzuki
Travel petal-by-petal, twig-by-twig, and
leaf-by-leaf, into the fascinating world of
green and growing things Filled with
eéxtiting projects and activities for ages 5-
10. Mustrated 96 pages. Paperback. $9.95

.Caelus Carol Lerner, A well-
respected nafuralist looks at a distinctrve
group of plants, explaining their physical
characteristics and adaptive abilities —
and rendering the stark beauty of the
cactus family in watercolor detail Ages 9-
12, 32 pages Hardback $15 00

 The Legend of the Bluebonnet. Tomue
DePaola Internationally acclaimed artist
and author tells this favorite legend based
on Comanche lore Full-color illustrations
accompany a moving tale Ages 3-6, 32
pages. Hardback. $14 95

* Growing Wild. Inwiting Wildlife mio
Your Yard Constance Pereny1’s beauti-

-ﬁ]se this fonn (ora copy’) o ordcr any of the books abové Make check payable to NWRGand ]
| mail with form to. NWRC Book Oroes, 2600 FM 973 Norts, Austiv, TX 78725-4201 Or Ldll (5]2)
| 929-3600, fiomGam to4pm Centrd Time weekdays, forcredit card orders enly.

| Book Title(s)

" Remember ——members receive a tert
percent” discount on all purchases

-_.._.._a___________

fully 111ustrated book teaches children,
with adults, the importance of native
plants, and the beauty and worider of the
wildlife they attract Includes garden -
projects and resource gmde Ages 5-8, 40
pages Paperback $995
* Plant Families Carol Lerner A

fascinating mtroductlon to the world of
plants. Lernbr examines twélve of the
world’s largest and most familiar plant
families. Striking drawings, focusing on
plant parts and identification. Good:
teachung reference! Ages 9-12, 32 pages.
Hardback. $14.00

~  Eyewitniess Books, Plarit David
Burnie Discover the world of plants
close-up—their structure, natural history,
and importance in human life .A mini-
encyclopedla on thé plant; with articles
ranging from seed production and self
defense, to fruit makers andlight require-
ments. Hundreds of photographs Ages 9-
12, 64 -pages Hardback $15.00°

To order any of the above books, _

please use the order form on this page (or
a photocopy!), and mail to the.Center

‘ Total price: of })eok(s)
Less 10% membership discount
Texas residents add 6-1/4% sales taxt

" Shipping (1-2 books: $3 00, 3 books. $4'OO)+




The Wildflower Center’s 1993 fall
party has been set for Saturday,
October 16, in Austin Jerry Jeff
Walker, a favorite performer of
President Bill Clinton, will entertarm
at the country casual affair with
songs such as “Mr Bojangles,” “L A
Freeway,” and “Hill Country Rain ”
The Uruver51ty of Texas Alumm
Center’s many decks and patios will

provide guests with ample opportu-

nity to enjoy the cool fall evenirg,
Catering By Rosemary promises to
provide some s;_u,per_b regional Texas

country fare =

This year’s fabulous event,
planned and executed by the Center’s
new Wildflower Associates, will cost
$50 per person, and each party-goer
will receive a one-year complimen-
tary membership in the Wildflower
Center. Underwriting opportunities,
including a pre-party reéception, are
available.

The party will include a silent
austion, Available ifems include a
complete landscaping plan by
landscape architect Bob Anderson,

who designed the landscaping for the
new Wildflower Center site, and a
baseball autographed by Texas
Rangers pitcher Nolan Ryan.

The Wildflower Associates group
hopes the party will add hundreds of
new members to the Center’s rolls —
and put thousands of dollars in our
coffers!

If you'd like to receive an mnvita-
tion'to the event or offer your finan-
cial support, please contact the
Development Department at (512)
929-3600. ' '

Hir.iﬁ_g_ a landscapé cor_itréctpr

their own nursery -
Before you get started, you'll

need to decide what you want to get

out of your garden space. Are you
trying to attract wildlife? Provide an
area for kids to play? Do you plan to
entertain in the evenings? Do you
want privacy? Collect gardening
magazines with pictures of gardens
you like, so you can show your
consultant what you have in mind.
Study your property. Watch for
drainage problems during or after a
heavy ram. Learn your soil type
Watch the sun throughout the day to
find your garden's sunny and shady
spots Visit your local botanical

‘garden to get inspitation Ask ques-

tions, take notes. Be prepared

Ask friends to recommend a de-
signer. If they're happy with the work
done, chances are, you will be, too

Interv:ew the contractor Find
someone who understands your gar-
dening style and will work with it
Ask about the scope of the work they
do. Do they focus on residential or
commercial design? Ask how long

they've been in business. What formal

training or education have they had?
Know how much meney you'ré
willing — and able — to spend, and
be flexible Ask how they charge for
their services You might not be able

NATIONAL WILDFLOWER RESEARCH CENTER
2600 FM 973 NORTH, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78725-4201

continued from page'l
to afford to install the entire plan at -
once, but you could do it in phases
Check references, and get a writter

contract.
Plants ate expensive because they

area living, growing product that

midst be continually maintained and
cared for. Hiring someone who
knows how to select healthy plants
will save you money in the long run
A good garden design that is
mstalled and maintained properly
will offer a special place to relax

'D‘enz:se . Delaney
Hortzculturzst
National Wildflower Research Center
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Wildflowers Work!

Volume 10, Number 4 July/August 1993

Prmted on recycled paper



