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After five years of
dreaming, planning, and
building, the new home of the
National Wildflower Research
Center opens its doors the
weekend of April §-9.

The 42-acre facility, a model of
environmentally conscious
construction, is one of the best
resources in North America for
information and education about
native plants and their uses in
natural and planned landscapes.

Ever wonder what a bumble-
bee feels like flying into a flower
2-3 times its size? Ask a young
visitor to the Children’s Little
House (scheduled to open in
September), where bumblebee
jackets are required dress for
playing on child-size flowers.
What did the pre-European
settlement Texas landscape look
like 170 years ago? Take a look at
the restored savannah and Wild-
flower Meadow through the wall
of panoramic picture windows in
the Visitors Gallery or follow the
Naturre Trail for a closer leok.
Need an idea of what species will
do best in your garden in Ver-
mont? Visit the Library and
spend some quiet time browsing
one of the largest collections of

Phiokogrupts by fosh Blumenele

native plant
information in
North America.

Every aspect
of the new facili-
ty is designed to
inform and educate the visitor
about the many uses of native
plants, sound ecological principles,
and the variety of ecclogical
habitats throughout Nerth
America. After touring the
extensive gardens, grounds, and
axhibits, enjoy a great lunch at the
Wildfiower Cafe, a panoramic view
of the Texas Hill Country from the
43-foot tall Tower, or browse a huge
collection of native plant-theme
gifts and books in Wild Ideas, the
gift store.

With the opening of the new
Wildflower Center facility, your
membership is more valuable than
ever. Center members receive
unlimited free admission to the
Center for themselves and their
immediate family as well as
discounts on products from the
Clearinghouse and gift store. In
addition, members receive early
notice of special classes, lectures,
and programs offered by the
Wildflower Center.

Join us in Austin for the Grand
Opening Festival April 8-9, and the
special Members-Only Open House
April 2, and see what all the fun
and excitement is about.

The rooftop water harvesting
system is the largest of ifs
kind in North America.

The auditorium is capable
of hosting a
Presidential address,




The National Wildfiower Research
Center i3 a non-profit research
and educarional organization
commitied to the conservation and
reestablishment of native wildflowers,
grasses., shrubs, and frees.
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Sincere thanks to the
members of the
Board of Directors
who played a key role in
making the new Wildflower '
Center a reality.

Founder and Chair
Lady Bird Johnson

President
William Block

Immediate Past President
Dana Leavitt o

Capital Campaign Co-Chairs
Jack and Laura Lee Blanion
Nash Castro

Building Committee Chair
Deedie Rose

Interiors Comumittee Chair
Patsy Steves
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SATURDAY

Ribbon Cuiting
Ceremony

9:00: Join Dr. David
Northington, NWRC staff,

and local dignitaries for the
OFFICIAL GRAND OPENING!

Speakers

In the Auditorium

11:30-12:15:  Keynote Speaker; To
Be Announced

12:45-1:3%:  Authors Sally & Andy
Wasowski on “Requiem for a
Lawnmower”

2:00-2:45:  Author Henry Axt on
“Native Intelligence: Learning
from the Wildflowers”

3:15-4:00: To Be Announced

Aathors, Artists, and
Crafispeople

At Wild Ideas: The Stove
1:45-3:45: Booksigning: Sally &
Andy Wasowski, Native Gardening
For Dry Climates; Native Texas
Plants; Requiem for a Lawnmower;
Gardening with Native Plants of
the South

3:00-5:00: Bocksigning: Henry
Art, A Garden of Wildflowers: 101
Native Species and How to Grow
Them; The Wildflower Gardener’s
Gutides

Children’s Activities
In the Auditorium

9:30-10:00:  Ronald McDonald
environmenial show
10:30-11:80: Ronald McDonald
environmental show (Repeat)

MILK & MUFFINS with Ronald
McDonald provided after each
show outside the Children's Little
House—Courtesy of McDonald’s
of Central Texas.

Cpen to the public.

In the Children’s Little House
11:00-5:00:
pet shows, crafts, and more!

1:00:  Mary Shaver, puppets

Music

At the Cafe Terrace
12:00-5:00: John Meadows
In the Meditation Garden
10:30 & 2:00:  Jon Emery

Demonsirations
Near the Greenhouises

9:30 & 11:00: Home Composting

with Wayne Karmin, Master
Composter, Austin Community
Garden

1:00-2:08: To Be Announced
Ire the Butterfly Garden

2:00: Butterfly release and talk
by Judith Levicoff

General Activiiies

In the Visitors Gallery
Information; Exhibits;
Video: “Seeds For Tomorrow”

Native Flant/Seed Sale

Under the big tent in the parking
lot. Purchases may be held.

SUNDAY

Speakers

In the Auditorium
11:15-12:00:  Radic and TV per-

sonality John Dromgoole on “Let’s

Go Natural”

12:15-1:00:  Author Peter Loewer

on “The Wild Gardener”

1:30-2:30:  Billy B, “Science, Song,

and Dance Man”
3:00-3:45: Bret Rappaport on

“The Law and Native
Landscaping”
4:00-4:45:

To Be Announced

Legends, stories, pup-

Authors, Artists, and
Craftspeople

At Wild Ideas: The Store

1:30-3:30:  Booksigning: Peter
Loewer, The Wild Gardener

1:30-3:30: Booksigning: Scott
Millard, How fo Grow The Wildflowers

Children’s Activities
In the Children's Little House
11:00-5:00:  Legends, stories,
puppet shows, crafts, and more!
1:00: Kim Lehman, folktales
2:00: Mary Shaver, puppets
4:00: Kim Lehman, folktales

Music

At the Cafe Terrace
12:00-5:00:  John Meadows
In the Meditafion Garden
12:00 & 3:80:  Jon Emery

Demonstrations

Near the Gregnhouses

12:00 & 2:00: Home Composting
with Wayne Kamin, Master
Composter, Austin Community
Gardens

1:00-4:00: To Be Announced

In the Butterfly Garden

3:00: Buttexfly release and talk by
Judith Levicoff

General Activities

In the Visitors Gallery
Information; Exhibits
Video: “Seeds For Tomorrow™

Native Plant/Seed Sale
Under the big tent in the parking
lot. Purchases may be held.
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Building a New Wildflower Center:

- ~ e

Practicing What We Preach

The new home of the National
Wildflower Research Center is
finally a reality! Over five years of
thoughtful planning, design, and
construction have resulted ina
stunning and extremely functional
facility that exemplifies cur
organizational purpose. This is not
simply a new piace from which to
pursue the Center's mission — it
demonstrates the very reason for
the Center's existence.

The construction process we
developed — from anticipating
what our programs and services
would be for the next several
decades, to the design and con-
struction of the grounds and
buildings —is a process that can
be repeated successfully by any-
one. The philosophy behind the
Center construction is our desire
to coexist with the land in a more
sensitive and resource conserving
way while being cost effective and
satisfying the needs of the public
we serve.

Preplanning was the most
important aspect in making the
new Wildflower Center facility a
model of environmentally sensi-
tive construction. This included a
biological survey to understand
which piant species and natural
communities were on the land and
how sensitive these species and
communities were to construction.
A geological and hydrological
study was also conducted o
identify specific recharge features
of the Edwards Aquifer (portions
of which are located beneath the
site} and the slope of the land,
{topography).

Using this preliminary infor-
mation, we selected a site for the
new facility that necessitated the
removal of only one small tree and
protected the aguifer’s recharge
openings from surface runoff. The

vegetative map we created was
especially helpful in designing the
entry drive, parking area, and
building locations to provide
shade and to take maximum
advantage of existing frees in the
master landscape design plan.
Our architects, Overland
Partners, Inc., of San Antenio;
master site planner, Darrel
Merrison of the University of
Georgia; and Landscape Architect,
J. Robert Anderson of Austin,
were hired as a team. Our request
to them was to blend the land and
buildings in a complementary

L

manner. It was clear during this
early planning that we wanted a
“campus” of bufldings, creating
various landscaping spaces
among them, rather than a single,
very large building, which would
have a much greater impact on
the land.

After this careful process of
evaluation, mapping, conceptual

planning, and detailed site and
building design, construction
commenced. Fencing was used to
surround and prevent access to
land that would not become
drives, parking spaces, or build-
ings. All trees were assessed a
dellar value based on their frunk
and branch dimensions and
marked with amounts ranging
from $2,000 to $35,000, which
would be deducted from the
contractor’s fee if a branch or tree
was damaged during construc-
tion. Not even a small piece of
bark was chipped during seven-
teen months of construction
activity, although one small tree
was removed.

As site work began, all topsoil

was stockpiled, as was all stane
large enough to be reused in
landscaped areas. More than 250
plants were “rescue dug” from a
restoration area and construction
zones and transplanted to other
areas as part of the landscape
plan. Those plants that could not
be rescued because of size, rocky
ground, or other reasons were
cleared and mulched for use on
the transplants and other areas.
As with most former ranch
land, the diversity of species at
the new site is far below what it
would be without disturbance.

Restor

Marcia Hermann
Natural Areas Manager

Anyone involved with land-
scape installation after construc-
tion knows that construction
schedules do not always coincide
with ideal planting dates, and
seeding and planting at the new
Wildflower Center facility has
been a constant game of “beat the
clock.” Some areas at the new site
were not ready to be planted until
after December — later than the
ideal time to plant annual wild-
flower seeds in Texas, but too
early to plant warm-season native
grasses. The challenge is to restore
much of the disturbed area caused
by construction back to the natural
vegetation and control as much
erosion as possible. The horticul-
turists of the Wildflower Center
have learned a great deal in meet-
ing these challenges.

K :

To restore the disturbed areas
with only native species, creative
solutions had to be found. Some of
the sclutions used at the new
Wildtlower Center site include:

Foos Flanting a variety of warm-
season grasses {little bluestem,
side-oats grama, Indiangrass,
and buffalograss) whenever
an area was ready, even if the
fiming was not right

3%3 Planting a variety of wild-
flowers, even if the timing was
not ideal {such as bluebonnets,
horsemint, pink evening
primrose, coreopsis, and
Indian bianket)

% Growing seeds collected from
the new site in greenhouses at
our old site (Wildtlower
Center Horticuiturist Denise

&

Delaney and her team have
worked hard on this project
the past half-year)

o Planting buffalograss sod
on areas that must have cover
in a short time, especially
steep slopes.

We are still learning and
perfecting new techniques of
native plant reestablishiment in
the natural classrooms of the
Wildflower Center. When vou

visit the new facility, we hope you

will come away with a greater
appreciation for the many uses of

native vegetation along with some

ideas for using the techniques

seen in our backyard in your own.

However, landscaping plans call
for adding more than 500 species
of plants native to Central Texas to
varicus areas throughout the site.
Most of these plants are being
grown by our horticultural staff
and volunteers, Nearly 75,000
seedlings have been propagated
or transplanted from our old site
into containers for replanting at
the new Center.

Construction of the new
Wildflower Center used tech-
niques we hope will be copied in
construction projects across the
country and in your backyard. [
look forward to your coming for
many visits to enjoy the landscap-
ing, the preserved natural beauty
of the land, the architecture, the
educational exhibits and pro-
grams, our cafe, gift store, water
cistern/observation tower, and all
the speciai features you will
discover with each new visit. The
volunteers, staff, and I look for-
ward to welcoming you to your,
and our, new home.

et 7

David K. Northington, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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Lady Bird Johnson:
Looking Back and
Moving Forward

Time seems to ride on the wind! How can it be
possible that twelve years have passed since a group
of generous friends and fellow co-workers in the
beautification/conservation “vineyard” joined me in
establishing the National Wildflower Research Center?
With a small staff we set out to unlock a few of the
many secrets i the relatively unexplored world of
native wildflower propagation and reestablishment.

Our goal was to become a resource, a clearing-
house of information to encourage the use of native
wildflowers, grasses, shrubs, and trees, where appro-
priate, in the public and private landscapes of North
America. The reestablishment of regional wildflowers
would provide a sense of place: California would Iook like California, Pennsylvania like Pennsylvania, and
Texas like Texas.

We envisioned sharing what we learned with those in charge of the roadsides and park lands, landscapers,
businesses, and home owners. Along the way, we hoped to influence the increased use of indigenous plants for
two very good reasons: economic savings — through decreased mowing, lower water requirements, reduced
application of fertilizers, and decreased use of pesticides — and, dear to my heart, the aesthetic value of wild-
flowers, bringing beauty, regionalism, and seasonal color.

Through the years, the Center has been contacted by growing numbers of home owners, gardeners, land-
scape architects, schools, and businesses from across the land. They have asked for information and have come
to see what we're doing in our greenhouses and test plantings. This tells us that curs is a cause “whose time has
come,” and which claims a rightful place in the whole mosaic of environmental concerns.

As our constituency increased, though, we outgrew our original donated buildings. In addifion, our
location was somewhat hard to find, located on a rural farm-to-market road, and would not accommodate as
many demonstration plantings as our visiting public hoped to see.

Our new facility is designed to provide a showease for our “product” and an educational experience for our
visitors. My deepest and most sincere thanks to the exceptional work of the Capital Campaign Comimittee and
the Wildflower Center Board of Directors who have worked so long and hard to turn our dreams into reality.
e are now in a posifion to respond to your interests and demonstrate many of the positives we have long
written about and described as successful in other gardens and Jandscaped areas across North America.

Please come and see what we — and you — have dene and tell us how we can best provide what you need.
We look forward to the progress we can make together in the years ahead as we join in saving a valuable and
irreplaceable natural resource and in enjoying the practical beauty of our regional native floral

May the seeds we have planted continue to grow!

Eaa > :

Wildfiower Center Co-Chairs Lady Leaf cutting bee on Rudbeckia hirta, First home of the National Anagallis arvensis,

Bird Johnseon and Helen Hayes black-eyed Susan Wildflower Research Center in 1982 scarlef pimpernel
(deceased) in 1985

Habenaria fimbriata, Aerial view of Nymphaea odoraia, Lady Bird Johnson celebrates the
large purple fringed orchis Wildffower Center in 1987 fragrant water-lily Center's fifth birthday
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Dear Wildflower Center Members,

With tremendous pleasure, the Education Department welcomes
you to our new home. Qur gardens, natural areas, and education
facilities will allow us to quitivate native plant lovers and harvest
our dreams. As T write this Jetter, exhibits for the Visitors Gallery
are coming together; we are finishing maps and brochures; docent
fraining is underway; and all the plans for the exciting spring
opening and season are actively in progress.

The Visitors Gallery will be the hub of information that wil
enrich your cutdeor experience. Thought-provoking exhibits will
sharpen your knowledge and renew your appreciation for the value
of native plants and plant communities across North America.
Through artwork, photographs, live plants, discovery nooks, and
the Native Plant Database, the Visitors Gailery has something for
everyone. Exhibits inchude vignettes of North American ecosystems
{prairies, deserts, forests...), glimpses of the many values of native
plants (medical, ceremonial, agricuitural...), and steps we can take to become good stewards of the Earth.

Wildflower Center docents will be the ambassadors to our visitors. Docents have taken that extra step:
they have attended extensive training classes including geology, land-use history, climate, soils, plant life
cycies, pollination, cultivation, habitats, and adaptations. You will see them this spring leading tours of the
gardens and grounds, presenting Garden Discovery Carts, and staffing the Visitors Gallery, This fall they
will be leading elementary school field-study tours and staffing the Children’s Little House.

Spring begins with the Grand Opening Festival weekend Aprit 8-9. Informative speakers, children’s
activities, music, and much more will be waiting for you (see Grand Opening Festival Events, page 2).
Throughout spring, we will held various adult classes including Painting Wildflowers with Watercolors,
Wildflower Photography, Recycled Papermaking, and Dyeing and Weaving with Native Plant Materials.

In the early summer, three weeks of day camps will guide elementary and middle school children on explora-
tions of nature and the plant world.

Fall brings the commencement of elementary schoel field-study tours, Wildflower Center educators are
working with a teachers advisory group te develop a grade-specific curriculum for the new site which will
integrate science and liberal arts, address different learning styles, and be appropriate for any season. We will
provide teacher training workshops to enable teachers to serve as docents for their students, allowing far more
students to be served than can be handled sclely by Center docents and staff. By drawing on teachers” exper-
tise in preparing the curriculum, enhancing their knowledge through the training process, and involving them
In teaching native plant ecology to their students, we hope to foster a commitment to imparting native plant
ecclogy to a generation of students.

Our Children's Little House and adjoining garden will aise open this fall. Here we will integrate art, litera-
fure, music, and drama into the study of the plant world. Age-specific programs will reach our youngest
visitors, capitalizing on their energy and imagination though song, puppetry, storytelling, and hands-on
discovery. Giant soft sculpture iilies, hand-held honeybee puppets, mural painting, and acorn contemplating
will make this one of the most fun places to bel

The world of wildflowers will scon be opening up before us. Trees and grasses have begun to shimmer in
the spring sunshine. We are embarking on an exciting journey to sow the seeds of our children’s education,
tend the forest of life-long learning, and harvest the drearns of a better environment for us all.

With sincere best wishes for a beautiful spring,

JPar]

Julie Barrett Heffington
Education Director

CLASSES SPECIAL

& Wildflower Water- %3 Dyeing With Native | € Earth Day
color Painting: Plants: Celebration:
April 26 & 29 July 19-21 Aprif 22
& Papermaking: @ Landscaping With | € Native Plant
May 20 Native Plants: Conference:
S Wildflower August 16 May 5-7
Photography:
June 17

EVENTS

& TEEAC Teacher
Workshop/Training:
June 7,
July 12
£ Fall Planting Event:
September 10

For mare information, please contact the Education Depariment at (312) 2924100,

N
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The gardens of the Wildflower
Center present a study in contrasts:
the confrast between open and
closed space; between light and
dark; surny and shady; formal and
informal; human-created and natu-
ral. They do so while showcasing a

widle range

of landscape styles em-

phasizing native Texas Hill Country
plants. Some areas of the gardens
are left in a naturai state; others are

at various levels of being enhanced -

or restored:

completely created. Come with us

Denise Delaney

Horticulturist

=
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and many others are -

(ateway
fothe
Garcens

The
Entrance
Walk is the
gateway to the gardens from the nat-
urally landscaped parking lot area.
The plantings along this
walkway demonstrate different
habitats and include plants from the
Western Edwards Plateau, a xeric
(dry) garden, a restored meadow, a
specimen grass planting, and other
plantings that enhance the pre-
existing woodland edge.

The Auditorivum Water Garden,
located before the archway at the
end of the Entrance Walk, is de-
signed with varying depths of water
to simulate a pond and its habitats
and is planted with numerous native
water-loving species.

Across from the Auditorium
Water Garden is the Auditorium
Lobby Garden, which provides a
natural private entyance fo the
Auditerium. Framed by the arches of
the sandstone aqueduct, this garden
is reminiscent of an old mission.

The
Courtyarct

The
sandstone
archway at the §2
end of the En-
trance Walk
brings a transition from the enhanced
natural area of the Entrance Walk ko
the human-created space of the
Courtyard, offering the first full view
of the coraplex. Within this large
area, intimate spaces are created by
terraces and tree canopies. Boulders
and imestone ledges create the
terracing here and throughout the

pardens. At the Courtyard’s center is
the Courtyard Spring, a wellspring
much like one a hiker might discover
in the Hill Countfry. Trees appear to
rise throngh cracks in the stone and
little planting pockets appear ran-
domly, giving this formal space a
muore relaxed feeling.

Adjacent to the Children’s Little
House, is a garden created especially
for our younger visitors. Plants in
this garden were chosen for their
appealing sensory aspects, interest-
ing folklore, and general fun to help
educate young children and spark
thefr curiosity about plants and their
role in nature.

Commons
Seed
Cout
Bands

An arbor
serves as the
gateway into the grassy Commons
atea in the center of the complex
where a series of gaydens is connect-




ed by bands of colorful plants. Fach of
these distinct gardens possesses a
unique atiributer the Cafe Garden
with its reffection pond; the Adminis-
tration Building Garden with its dis-
tinetive and dynarmic gravity flow
water feature; the Sun Garden, near
the base of the Tower, planted with
species that thrive in hot, suany, and
parched environments; the Seed Silo
Garden highlighted by a 15' x 15" seed
sile intended for future seed storage;
the Meditation Garden with its grace-
ful, handerafted wooden pergola,

The Meditation Garden, the
largesf of the interior gardens, pro-
vides plenty of places to stop and
contemplate the world as soothing
sounds of water waft from a nearby
water feature. Recently planted with
young trees, this garden wili evennal-
ly highlight shade-loving species.

Display
Gardens

The final
major garden
area is found
oy following
the crushed
aranite path through a massive lime-
stone wall to a three-terraced area.

The highest terrace contains the three
Home Comparisen Gardens, designed
to demonstrate two different home
landscape styles and compare the
costs over time of using natives versus
non-natives.

One Comparison Garden will be
planted as a typical, formally designed
yard using common non-native trees,
shrubs, flowers, and turfgrass {(such as
St. Augustine grass). The other two
gardens will be planted with native
species — one duplicating the look of
the fypical yard by using native plants
{(including a buffalograss lawn area)
and the other using native species to
give a more naturalistic look. All three
gardens will be menitored for water
use, the maintenance required, and
cost of fertilizers, pesticides, and plant
replacement.

The middle terrace houses the
Display Gardens. Composed of 23
distinet theme gardens, the Display
Gardens show some of the different
uses of native plants. Proposed theme
gardens include a garden of Native
American medicinal plants, plants
used for natural dyes, a fragrance
garden, a sensory garden for physical-
Iy challenged visitors, a humminghird
garden, a succulent garden, and a
garden of night-flowering plants.

The third level is cccupied by two
greenhouses and a shadehouse. Plants
will be propagated in these green-
houses for landscaping or other uses
on the site.

The Member's Garden is located
next to the Home Comparison
Gardens. This perfect photo spot will
be dedicated the afternoon of April 2.

Wildflower
Meadow

Although
officiaily not a
garden, the
Meadow is the [3 2
centerpiece of the grounds, and can
be viewed from various perspectives.
The Visitors Gallery, the Gallery
balcony, or the Overlook Garden
provides a sweeping view. From the
top of the Tower or the second level
of the Library, a bird's-eye view is
offered. Walking the Nature Trail
satisfies those who prefer an up-close
experience.

The Meadow is the best example
of restoration and enhancement. Many
species in the Meadow were on the
site before construction, while others
were relocated from other areas to
restore the Meadow to a pre-settle-
ment look. Seeds were sown to
enthance drifts of color throughonut
the yeaz.
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Wild ideas: The Store
Children's Little House
The Widflower Cafe
Ohservation Tower
Visiters Gallery
Auditorim
Library/Clearinghouse
Administration Bldg
Research Bidg.
Greenhouses
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Joe Hammer

Products Manager
Imagine yourself surround- The new facility provides
ed by columbines, black-eyed ample room for the mail order
Susans, and hundreds of other departmment, which ships orders
wildflowers. Picture yourself across the nation and o many
learning about each plant, its foreign countries. (A toll free
origin, native range, uses, and number will be available soon.)
folklore. Could you be at the Shirley Robuck, Products
Wildflower Centex? Of course. Coordinator, looks forward to
At Wild Ideas, the Center’s new the Improvements, and notes
gift store? Definitely! that “we’ll be able to respond to
Wild Ideas has more than customer demand much more
900 square feet filled with gifts, efficiently.” In addition to the
books, apparel, and stationery expanded mail order area,
depicting native plants. Native a convenient sales floor plan
plant information packets for accommoedates large crowds
most states are offered for sale in comfortably during festivals
the store, as well as a selection of and spedial events.
seeds native to Central Texas. All General gifts and deco-
proceeds from the store benefit rative accessories cover the
the programs of the Center. store’s largest area. Of special
The store provides plenty of interest is the wildfiower china
instruction for the shopper and produced by Fitz and Floyd
browser. Bvery item has been under a licensing agreement
certified by staff botanists as with the Wildflower Center.
representative of flora indige- About twenty products are
nous to North America, and Center exclusives, including
each shelf contains labels dis- notecards and a Battersea box,
cussing the plants shown on and a number of iterns carry
various products. An expanded the Center’s distinctive logo.
children’s-section introduces Visitors to Wild Ideas are
young visiters to the wonders expected to Jearn something
of botany with books, games, while they shop. Volunteers will
and educational kits. A number explain the flowers depicted on
of beoksignings and related merchandise and customers wilt
lectures by authors are planned occasionaily be challenged at the
for the Grand Opening Festival checkout counter to “name that
Weekend and through the year. plant”— and receive a discount
A centerpiece of Wild Ideas for doing so correctly.
is the huge book department. The store, staffed almost
One of the largest selections of entirely with volunteers, is open
wildflower and native plant from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Tuesday
books in North America is through Saturday, and from
offered, from detailed gardening 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday
books and field guides to books afternoons. To place a catalog
about wildflower appreciation: order, please call (512} 292-4300.

how to look at them, photograph
them, press them, paint them —
or serve them for dinner! A
special feature of the store is the
art print and poster department,
with unframed and framed
native plant art from across the
United States.

The apparel section presents
an impressive selection of wear-
able wildflowers on T-shirts,
sweatshirts, jackets, jewelry and
accessories. Nearly all clothing
items contain descriptions of the
plants depicted on them.

For those who wish to send
wildflowers through the mail,
our stationery section offers
everything from writing papers
and notecards to invitations and
posteards, all with designs of
native plants. Postage stamps
are available. Other services
include gift packaging,
shipping, giff certificates,
and speciai orders.




THE NEW
The I

Pamme Mickelson
Facility Sales Manager

The new Wildflower Center
facility is riot only the foremost
location to view wildflowers in
planned landscapes, but the
perfect venue for an event —
from corporate meetings and
conferences to class reunions
and weddings. The multitude
of gardens, courtyards, and
terraces offer endless opportu-
nities to plan a special occasion.
The buildings complement the
gardens and reflect a Texas

ambiance with the use of native

stone and elegant wood ceil-
ings and floors. This variety of
space makes the Center the
natural choice for a variety of
social events.

For meeting space, the - =

Center’s Auditorium is without
equal in Austin for comfort,
size, and state-of-the-ar: equip-
ment. The 232 padded seats, all
with flip-top desks, are tiered
for maximum visibility. En-
trances located at all corners
provide easy access to the
many gardens, groves, and

ponds, whﬂe a.mple foyer space
allows for regmtrauon and

-'several locations. throughout

Gallery is a unique option. A
n{ro—story, floor-to-ceiling glass
.or two smaller breakeut rooms wall overlooks the magnificent
* Any event can be custormzed ; Wﬁdﬂower Meadow and the
with notepads, pencils, and - [Oak Grove. Guests can dance

other supphes from Wild Ideas, u.nder the stars in the Court-

“Visitor entrance an

e'Center “The striking Visitors,

d_i].ritry_ swing band would feel
“equally at home. For maximum

“protection, a tent can be erected

in the Courtyard.

For more intimate parties,
the Library, with its panoramic
windows, offers a fine example
of traditional Texas-style archi-
tecture, while the Wildflower
Cafe, the Roof-Top Terrace, and

- the Tower make a dynamic trio ~ *~
" for cocktails, dinner parties, or -
. any kind of festive celebration. o

The Center's strong focus on

& ecology and recycling is sup-

ported in ali facility rental

s popmes, both for clients and
- ~caterars. Use of helium bal-

loons, plasticware, and other

“environmentally harmful e

prodiics is not allowed, B
All proceeds from faciliffes - :

. rental benefit the programs of
" the Wildflower Center and
" coniribute to their growth. For

additional information about
acility rental, contact Pamme_ -

H M:r:kekson Factlity Sales

Manager, at (512) 292-4200

Visitor walkway

Cafe paho and courtyard

<z
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Founders’ Circle
Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Blanton

‘The Brown Foundation

Mrg_ Charles L. Bybee

Houston Endowment Inc.

Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnison

The Kresge Foundation

The Meadows Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Laurance 3. Rockefeller

Ambassadors’ Circle
Dynamac International, Ine.
Mrs. Dizpa T. MacArthar
Cherles Engelhard Foundaton
Eugene McDermett Foundation
Witliam G. Pannill Foundation
Elizabeth and Charles Prothro
Arnold & Marie Schwartz Fund
Shell Oil Company Foundatien
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Smith
T.L.L. Temple Foundation
Mrs. Wesley West

Governors’ Circle

American Conservation Association

Mr. and Mrs. CW.W. Cook

Mr. 2nnd Mrs. Charles G. Davis

Exxon Company, US.A.

William Randoiph Hearst Foundation

Hoblitzelle Foundation

Mr. and Mrs, George P. Mitcheil

Naticnal Council of State Garden Clubs

The Rosine Foundation Fund of the
Canmununities Foundzton of Texas

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Cres, 5o
Southwestern Bell Foundaton
Mr. Thomas ]. Watson, Jo.*

Conservation Circle
Anonymeous
Mr. and Mrs, William C. Block
Mr. and Mrs. Roy A Butler
Amon G. Carter Foundation
The Fordren Foundation
The Ewing Halsell Foundation
The Hobby Fourdation
The Rebert 5. and Grayce B. Kerr
Foundation, Inc.
Kleberg Foundation
The LB Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Dana Leavitt
Mrs. Marybeth Weston Lobdell
Motorola Foundation
National Geographic Society
Mr. Gilbert Grogvenor
Rockwell Fund, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Rose, IIf
Mr. and Mrs. Walter P. Stern
Lissa and Cy Wagner Foundation Fund
of the Communities Foundation of Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Dudiey Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Dan C. Wiltiams

Chairman’s Cirele
American Asgoelation of Nurserymen
ARCO Foundation

Communities Foundation of Texas
The Hon. and Mrs, Wiltiam H. Crook

Ry~ L. St~

Coxporate Wildflower Patrons
Centex Beverage, Innc.

Four Seasons Hotel Austin

Tracer, Inc.

First Lady’s Cirele

M. and Mrs. jack Blanton

Mr. and Mrs. CWW. Cook

Dr. Jo Ann Crow

Mr. and Mrs, Henry W. Gossard

Mrs. Lynden B. Jehnson

Mrs. Ruth A, May

Mr. William C. Pannifl

John T. and Margaret Sharpe Fund of the
Communities Foundaton of Texas

Mrs. Keith 5. Wellin

Mrs. Wesley West

President’s Circle
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Davis
The Tine Davis Family Foundation
Mrs, Eunice Davis-McNeill
The Dunoir Fund Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Gordon
Senator and Mrs, Charles Robb
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Smith
Lissa and Cy Wagner Foundaticn Fund
of the Ccmmum‘lm Foundation of Texas

" Senator and Mrs. Charles Robb

*. M. and Mrs. Tom Curtis

-. Mr. and Mrs. Tom C- Frost

Texas [nstruments Foundation

lower Stars!

Special thanks to our Capiial Campaign donors...

The National Wildflower Research Center owes a tre-
mendous debt of gratitude to all the individuals, founda-
tions, and corporations who have provided support to the
Capital Campaign.

All Capital Campaign contributors, including Paving
Stone and Plank level donors, are featured in a special
book displayed in the Library. There are too many names
to list here, but we do appreciate you!

Dailey Famity Foundation
‘The Hon. and Mrs. Peter Dailey
Mz Gilbert M. Denman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. [. B. Fuqua
M. and Mrs. Henry W. Gossard
Ms. Norah Little Green
B-E-B
Mr. and Mrs. | W, Hershey
Jackseon Hole Freserve, Inc.
Ms. Luct Baines Johnson
Mr. Lowell H. Lebermann, Jo.
Ms. Viveca Lundstrom
Mrs. Ruth A May "5,
Mrs. Eugene McDermott i
Mr. and Mrs. Frederie | Opnenhelmer
Mis. George W. Perkins®: .. . :
The Robert T. and Ruby N. Pnddy Fund of the ;
"Communities Foundation of Texas .- -

Atlantic Richfield Foundation

Baker & Botts LLP.
The Hon. Ben Barnes
Mr and Mrs. Bob Beckham

Berlee Lumber Co.
Mrs. Albert M. Biedenhara, fr.
Mz 2nd Mrs. Glenn Biggs
Dr. and Mrs. Edward A. Blackbum, Ir.
Mrs. E. H. Bobst
Mr H. B. Broadfoot, jr.
Mz and Mrs. Earl A, Brown, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James {3 Budd
Mr. and Mzs. Floyde W. Burnside, Jr.
Ermest Cannon & Assocates
= Chris Carson
: Mr. David P2 Carter
D and Mrs. Lauro E Cavazos
. Martha Cavin
Mz Witliam X Clark

“Cox Enterprises, ine.
. and Mrs. John H. Crooker, [r.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Cuilen
Ms. Mae Deniller end Prof. Philip Varghese
Mr. and Mrs. fohn Deaderck
Mr. Robert W, Decherd

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin W. Denius
.+ Mrs. David T. Dillon
- Mr. and Mrs. Roger Dorf
“ Presser Industries, Inc.
Enren Corporation
% ENSERCH Corporation N

- ;The Equitable Life Assurance Soaety

Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Estes, I

Mr. and Mrs. 8. Francis Saul, [175;
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall T. Steves, St.
Edifth M. Timken Family P’oundaum .
The W'kutehead Foundation - N
M-S Nancy. Dickerson W"mtehsad e

Preservation Clrcle
Burlington Northern Foundation
ward H. Callaway Foundation
. and Mrs. Nash Castro

Mr. and Mrs, Robert E Ench

Mrs. Jacqueline R. Geettsche

s - Faulkner Foundation
The Pairick & Beatrice Haggerty Fund The Hertzet and Suzy Finesilver
Mary W. Harriman Foundation. ™ U5 Charitable Trust:
Mr. and Mrs. Jess Hay : M Properties -

Mrs. Margaret Hunt Hill L
Tather King Capital Management

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Maresh

D and Mrs. David K. Northington, I

Ms. Lonise Benz Plank

Mz and Mrs. James D. Price

Mr. and Mes, C, Vin Prothro

The George A. and Nancy P Shutt Foundation
M and Mrs. Henry Stollenwerck

Mr. and Mrs. J. Tetry Strange ¢

“ Ms. Glaria Galt T
“2r. and Mrs. Wayne Clbbens
. Ms. Susan Godirey
" Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Gordon
The Gradison Foundation
" Mre. Katharine Graham
" M. and Mrs. fohn Havison
The Hearst Corporation
Dr. and- Mrs. A James Hicks .
Hotel and Restdurant Employees
.International Union
Mrs. Reagan Houston, 1
Pr. and Mrs. Carlisle H. Humelsine
Mt and Mrs. Benjamin R, Jacobs: ..’
Mt and Mrs. W. Thomas Johnson, Jr.
The Philip R. Jonsson Fnu.r\dauun o
}DSEY Foundatlo i

Wildflower Circle
Mrs. Woodward W, Altgelt, ]r

Dr. Jean Andrews " -

Anonymous .

Bram and Blu::na Appel Family Fou.ndaEm'l

And specml thcmks te our Wzldﬁouer Patrons

o the individuals and businesses who supported our opera- -
tions in 1994 through our Wildflower Patrons program. For
more information about this exciting program, please contact
Mae Daniller, Development Director, at (512) 262-4200.

Director’s Circle
The Dene Anten Foundation ..
Mr. and Mrs. William C. 8lock
The Charles Engelhard Foundation
Mz and Mrs. ] B.Fugua *"
Mz and Mys. John Harvison
Ms. Lucd Baines johnson
Mrs. Marybeth Weston Lobdel}
Ms. Patricia L. Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Rose, [I[
Mr. and Mrs. Michael |. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Carl |. Thomsen

: Mrs F Henry Berlin
Dir. and Mrs. Edward A. Blackburn, .
Mr. and Mrs. Roy A. Butler
Mr. and M. Howard E. Callaway
Mr. and Mes. Nash Castro
Me and Mrs. Richard W. Cree, 5t
The Hon. and Mrs, Witliam H- Crook
Mz, and Mrs, Tom Curtis
Mr. and Mrs. John Deaderick
Mr. Gilbert M. Denman, Jr.
The Dunagan Foundation, Ine.
Mrs. Mary O'Boyle English
Mr. and Mrs. Carl L Estes, I

Wildflower Patrons Ms. Mary Nell Frucella
Dr. Jean Andrews Dr. and Mre. Dale Groom
Anonymous Mr. and Mrs. Halt 5. Hammeond

Bram and Bluma Appel Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Beckham

Dr. and Mrs. A. James Hicks
The Hon. and Mrs, William I Hobby

Buvery efiort has been taken to accurately ecknowledge our donors. We regret any errors or
exclusions. For inquiries or corrections, please contact the Development Office at (512} 292-2200.

Members: You make it happen!

Ms. Mary Lewis Kleberg
Dr. and Mrs. George Kozmetsiky
Mrs. Albert D. Lasker

Mr and Mrs. ZacLentz
The Hon. and Mrs. Russell B. Lang
Mr. and Mrs, Robert G. Marbut
Marks Foundation, Inc.
Mz Walter Nold Mathis
The Mays Famity Foundation
Mr and Mrs. Frank W. McBee, jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley McCalla
McCombs Foundation
Mr and Mrs. David McCullough
Mr. and Mrs. William McSweeny
Mrs. Karen Lally Meck
Merck and Co., Ine.
Nztional Committee to Preserve Social
Security and Medicare
Mr. William Ney egley
Ms_ Indy Gantt Newton
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence O Bren
Mr. J. R. Parten®
Patton, Boggs & Blow
Pfizer, Inc.
Mrs. H. Charles Price
Ms, Camoling ], Read
Mr. William T. Rhame
Mrs. Eloise Meadows Rouse
Sammons Enterprise, [nc.
The Sands Foundation
Ruth C. and Charles S. Sharp Foundation
Sprint Corperation
Mrs. John M. Stemmens, Jr
The Strauss Foundation .
“Texas Commerce Bank Foundation
Mr. Donald 5. Thomas*
Thompson & Knight Foundation
USAA Foundation
M. and Mrs. Jack Valenti
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Van Bourgondien
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Van de Wetering
Venus Qil Company
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson & Hand
Vinson & Blkins L.L.E.
- Ms. Lucy R. Waletzky
The Hon. and Mrs. Charls E. Walker
Mrs. Jane B. White
Ms. fosephine McCarthy Wilson
Mr. Mark Wood and Ms. Diana Wellman Wood
Mr. and Mrs. H. B, Zachry, Jr.

" Major In-Kind Contributions

Eronomy Furnihare Industries
Lone Star Growers

Mrs. Roberta Warren

Native Texas Nursery, Inc.
Rain Bird Irrigaton Systems

* Other Generous In-Kind

Contributions
Austn Landscape & Building Supplies
Crenshaw & Doguet Turfgress
iMr. August Faltin
Rain Harvest
- Wiidseed Farms, Inc.

¥ Deceased
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Mrs. Temple B. Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin R. Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. W. Thomas Johnson, It
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Kuhn, Jr.
Mir. and Mrs. Dana Leavitt
Mr. and Mrs. Ben E Love
Mrs. THana T, MacArthur
Mr. and Mzrs. Frank Maresh
Mrs. Eugene McDermott
. Karen Lally Meck
National Geographic Soctety

Mr. Gilbert Grosvenor
Mr. and Mrs, Frederic ], Oppenheimer
Palt Corporation
Pedernales Elecric Cooperative, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Phipps, Jr.
Ms. Loflie Benz Plank
Mrs. Pamela Reese
Mrs. Eloise Meadows Rouse
Mr. and Mrs. John Spears
Mrs. Walter P. Stern
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall T. Steves, St
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stollenwerck
Mr. and Mrs. [. Terry Strange
Mr. and Mrs. John E Van Bourgondien
M. Gwyn Willbanks

The supgport of our members is the foundation on which the National Wildflower Research Center is built.
Members as of April 1, 1995, will be acknowledged in a special book on display in our Library.
We are proud to have you in our family, and hepe you will visit us often!
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Angeln Barfon
Clearinghouse Coordinator{Resource Botanisi

Great changes are in store for you as we move to the new
Library and Clearinghouse. For those wanting to do their own
research, our beautiful new Library will provide a comfortable
atmosphere to peruse more than 1,500 books, 200 periodicals, and
several computer databases {scheduled to come on line in 1996}
containing information on hundreds of native plant species,
environmental organizations, and native plant nurseries across
North America. While not a lending library, specific hours will be
set aside to allow visitors to take advantage of all our information.

The Clearinghouse wiil continue to provide educational mate-
rials for landscapers and gardeners who need concise and up-
dated information for completing any native planting project.
New [actsheets, such as endangered species, integrated pest man-
agement, and dye making with native plants, are being written.
Posters and an educational curriculum for teachers will continue
to be available for purchase, and a variety of slide programs can
be bought or rented for group presentations. Wildflower Center
members receive this information at a discounted rate as one of
the many benefits of membership.

For those who need a little extra help with planting projects, a
new consulting service is being added. Through this service, we

L AL B will assist you with landscaping and
gardening ideas or finding in-depth
information about a particular

topic. Please contact the

Library and Clearinghouse

at (512) 292-4200 for details
about consulting fees, holdings,
and visitor hours.

Qur Heart

Peggy Budd
Director of Volunteer Services

When you visit the Wildflower
Center, you will see some very
attractive folks wearing dark
green vests or aprens and sporting
special name tags. They will
surely be wearing a smile as well,
and will be doing their level best
to make your visit a pleasant one.
These great people are our Wild-
flower Center volunteers!

Volunteers have played an
integral role in the growth and
productivity of the Center since its
inception. Wonderful friends from
Austin and surrounding commu-
nities have assisted in many ways
through the years. Now that we
have a much larger, more complex
setting, our volunteers are even
more iimportant to the operation
of the facility.

When the Center first opened
its doors, volunteers came from
two community organizations: the

Junior League of Austin and RSVP
~Retired Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram. As needs increased, recruib-
ment throughout the community
also grew. Today, the Center boasts
a czew of more than 300 volunteers
representing a wide spectrum of
people: teachers, both active and

Ployees from major corporations
such as Motorola and Southern
Union Gas Company.

In case you are wondering just
what Wildflower Center volun-
teers do, picture this: when you
come to visit the Center, you wiil
be greeted by a volunteer. When

a specially trained volunteer
docent, and when you visit our
gift store, a volunteer will assist

you. If you order materials from
the Clearinghouse, they are
prepared by volunteers and staff.
If you live in the Austin area
and wonld like to join this great
group, or are going to be visiting
the Austin area for an extended
peried and would like to help,
contact Pegey Budd, Director of
Volunteer Services. Volunteers are
given excellent training to prepare
them for their chosen assign-
ments. Remember, volunteers
receive great benefits: an indi-
vidual pass for free admission io

retired; young people from schools
and sconting organizations with
energy and enthusiasm; retired
executives; homemakers of all
ages; pipeline workers; and em-

the Center; a bimonthly volunteer

you walk through the acres of
gardens, you will see volunteers
tending varicus demonstration
tlower beds. When you take a tour
of the grounds, you will be led by

newsletter; superior working
conditions; and the opportunity to
work with the nicest people in
North America — fellow vohm-
teers, visitors, and staff.
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Center and Membership
" “Information:

# New Site
Page 1
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Page 4

% Gardens Guide
Page 6-7

" (612) 2924100
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