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Resolve to Heln

Denise D. Delemey
Gardens Manager/Sr. Horticulturist

"Good planets are hard to find" is the
slogan on a current bumper sticker that has
become a favorite of mine. It makes me
think about what little things, and not so
little things, we can do to show our appre-
ciation for the natural world, and actions
we can take to help restore some of our
native habitats, Since it's resolution time,
why not throw a few in for vour local plan-
et? Here are suggestions to get you started:

Warer Is Lisg-... Save Eviry Drop

% Find out where your drinking water
supply originates and what you can do to
protectit.

% Avoid using pesticides, which can
pollute groundwater supplies.

% Water your landscape only when
needed, not on an automatic schedule.

% Lse native plants acclimated to your
regionss rainfall, temperature, and soil.

UNDERSTAND YOUR REGION .+

©# Buy an identification guide for
native plants of your region and start a
checklist of those you see growing in the
wild or being cultivated:

& Replace any plant that dies with

an appropriate, pmpagated native species.

2@ Drotect trees during construction.

Your Gardens

RECRASS TN A NEW Sy
3 Modlfy your lawn mower to a
mulching mower and raise its cutting
height. Leave clippings on the lawn and
use them as mulch or compost them.

4 Rebel against the “industrial lawn"
and adapt the "freedom lawn" style - let
anything grow as long as you can stiil mow
it; plant some low-growing perennials to
enhance diversity.

4 Replace non-native turfgrasses with
indigenous grasses.

9 Reduce the square footage of your
turfgrass lawn and plant native species that
will attract wildlife.
read on page 5

Have you or your friends used native
plants to create an interesting planned
landscape in your neighborhood or com-
munity? If so, send a slide of your planned
landscape or garden, its location, a list of
the native plant species in it, and your
name or the name of your organization to
the Wildflower Center, attention: Editor.
Well try to run a slide each issue and show
what your fellow members are doing to
restore our native plant heritage. If you

would like your slide back, p]ea’sé enclosea
self-addressed, samped envelope.
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Margaret Russell &

Curriculum Developer

M. Oxley
Education Programs Myr/Sr. Botanist

" hildren love to learn, especially when its fun.

..« The following activity, from the Wildflower

Center’s new Exploring the Native Plant World curriculum,

presents a very basic plant anatomy lesson. Children
will learn the four basic flower parts and their func-
tions by building a five layer flower.

viateriais: white paper,
pattern sheet, colored markers,
crayomns, tempura paints, gitter,
staples, giue

FIVE LAYER FLOWER PATTERN
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egin by dissecting a real flower and labeling the parts.
> Sepals are special because they protect the develop-
ing flower bud. Petals are pretty to attract bees, butterflies,
and other pollinators to the flower. Stamens are super,
and produce the polien that pollinators move from flower
to flower. The stamens are composed of an anther at the
top of a filament. Pistils are productive because they pro-
duce eggs. A pistil has three parts: the sticky stigma at the
top; a long, slender style; and the ovary at the bottom.

- ake copies of the pattern sheet. Give each child a
«. pattern to decorate, cut out, and staple together.
Have the children label their flowers by filling in the
blanks on each flower part {for example: “Slip away the
sepals’). The children can “customize” their flowers by
adding glitter nectar guides, pollinators, etc.

SLIP AWAY

Front Sepal

Back petals

PULL BACK

Front petals

Pistil

SEE
POLLEN ON

Top petal

Stamens

Note: When copying pattern, be sure to enlarge 78%.
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W. D. Bransford
" Norman G. Flaigg

Botanical Name: Liriodendron tulipifera
Pronunciation: Lee-rec-o-DEN-dron
too-li-PiF-era

Common Name: Yellow poplar,

wlip tree, canoewocd

Family Name: Magnoliaceae
{Magnolia Family)

Range: Vermont souch to Florida, west
to Arkansas

Habitat: Deciduous woods

Liriodendron tulibifera is the tallest
hardwood tree in North America, and
its straight trunk can reach 200 ft (60
m) in height and up to 10 ft (3 m} in
diameter. The extremely light wood is
strong and easy to work, making
Liriodendron sp. the early choice of
colonial furniture makers and pioneers
huilding canoes and setting out for
points West. This tree was so

Botanical Name: Fustoma grandifioram
Pronunciation: You-STO-ma
grand-i-FLOOR-um

Common Name: Bluehells

Family Name: Centianaceze
{Gentian Family)

Range: Oklahoma south to Mexico,
west to Colorade and Nebraska
Habitat: Moist places in prairies

and fields

Bluebells are some of the most
beautiful summer flowers, and as
many as 15 large, showy flowers
may beseencenthe2-3 ft
(.75 - 1 m} tall stalks. While the
common name is indicative of the
color of most Fustoma sp. flowers,
the color can range from white to
pink to dark purple.

important to the early séttlers they
introduced it to Furope in the mid-
16005, soon after their first struggles
at colonization,

The Liriodendron sp. flower, while
often difficult to see at the top of the
tall spire, is extremely beautiful, and the
source of the species name: ulipifera,
mezning tulip-bearing. Each of the
large, tlip-shaped flowers is about 2 in
(5 cm) high and surrounded by six

cream-green colored petals, which are
prominently marked on the inner sur-
face with a bright orange band. The : -
numerous stamens and pistils are
spirally arranged, a frait seen in
primitive plants and common in the.
Magnoliaceas family, recognized as- -
ane of the most ancient families still

in existence.

Bluebells are propagated only by :
seed, and have disappeared from many =
parts of their range due to wild collec-
tion of the flowers before they have set
seed. A cultivated variety called
Lisianthus sp. is marketed in Japan as
bluebells.

Eustonia sp. seeds are extremely
small (one plant may produce more
than 1,200}, and rather difficult to ger-
minate. The best results have come
from surface seeding in flats at 707 to
75°F (217 - 24°C) where they receive
light. Field seeding may be done in
spring or fall; however, those sown in
the spring usually over winter befare
bicoming. The bloom period extends
from June to September.

Albert Vick
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PLANT NATIVE SeECIEs

£2¢ Support local native plant nuss- : 5 e
eries and learn their inventory. Make Noim—'tE:Aér OKLAHOMATEXAS

sure none of their plants are dug from Buffalo, NY: Wildflowers and Their Allies: The Dallas, TX: Unifying Plants and Place, February
the wild, which destroys habitats, Insects February 13; Contact: Niagara Frontier 3, Contact: The Dallas Arboretmum, Education

uffalo Museum of Science,  Department, 8617 Carland Rd., Dallas, TX
tkway, Buffalo, NY 14211, 75218, (214) 327-8263.

Dallas, TX: Blue Ribbon Perensials and Naﬁvg B :
* Plants, February 8, Contact: The Dallas
Arboretum Eduication Department 8617 - -

B¢ Give native trees and shrubs as
gifts to celebrate birthdays, weddings,
and other special occasions.

2w Support groups that do wild-
flower plantings, such as your depart-
ment of transportation, native plant
societies, and civic groups.

Eer Encourage your friends to
become members of the National

Wildflower Research Center.

The Wildflower Center's
Clearinghouse is full of useful informa-
tion to help you tulfill these resolutions;
why not resolve to take advantage of
this excellent resource? While good
planets may be hard to find, good
native plants are all around.

by Marybeth Litle Westos Lobiel
. (Founding Board Member) at the-
" Opening of the Little House, ...

- October 28, 1995

To share alove of nature with a ch1ld
is to plant the seed of scientific curiosi-
ty, an awareness of the usefulness and
importance of each plant and creature,
and a sense of wonder knowing that
we are part of the land, yet stewards

of the land,
B

focuses ona forgotten season; 450 éolot
photographs show' how to sdentlfy pods
correctiy ané how to appreaate a faded

My ister [N ora Little Green]
and I hope the Little House and its.-
outreach will share with genemtlons_
of children the spirit of Lady Bird ..
Johnson and the love of nature that’
is a lifelong blessing.
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they grow, have one thing in common: they all go through a peri-

od of dormancy during winter which protects themn from freezing.

Several mechanisms help trees maintain their winter dormancy:
shedding leaves, allowing tissues to freeze at a controlled rate
(called supercooling), or decreasing the amount of water present in
tissues (called drying down). The right time to prune is determined
by which of these mechanisms is used.

Pruning Guidelines

Trees that shed their leaves during the winter are called decidu-
ous. Deciduous trees, including caks and ashes, can be pruned any
time during their dormancy {generally from leaf-fall through early
spring growth). Birches, elms, and maples tend to "bleed" heavity,
and should be pruned in early winter,

Pines and spruces, or evergreen conifers, in northern regions
undergo supercoofing, while conifers in warmer regions simply
slow their growth. Prune conifers just prior to the start of early
spring growth.

Broadleaf evergreens, including evergreen magnolias and
oaks, slow their growth during the winter. These species should
be pruned as the weather begins to warm and just before they
begin rapid, spring growth.

Susnmer or fall biooming species, such as sumacs and
hawthorns, can be pruned any time prior to the beginning of
spring growth. Pruning encourages bigger blooms and farger
flower clusters. Keep an eye out for dormant flower buds, and
don't prune early spring bloomers uniil after they bloom.

With a little care and attention, your native trees will fook
great, feel great, and thrive for years to come!

ﬁ'\@s
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-~ CECTEICT i 2 Tribute Git

What better way to honor some-
one special or remember a loved one
than a tribute gift to the Wildflower
Center? These special gifts allow you ta
show vour respect and love, as well as
contribute to the natural heritage of
North America.

Simply mail your gift with the
name of the person you are honaring
and the name and address of the person
or family vou would like informed of
your gift. Acknowledgements will be
mailed promptly; and your gift will help
the Wildflower Center educate others

about the enjoyment and savings native
plants can bring.

Send your inquiries or gifts to the

National Wildflower Research Center
4801 La Crosse Avenue
Austin, Texas 78739-1702
Attention: Tributes.

If you are interested in receiving a book
of 12 tribute forms to simplify the
process, cantact the Development
Office at {512) 292-4200.

NATIONAL WILDFLOWER RESEARCH CENTER
4801 LA CROSSE AVENUE, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78739

4 Membership Information call (512} 292-4200
S Wild Ideas: The Store call (512) 292-4300
2 General Information call (512} 292-4100

Grow Native!
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