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Wildflowers & Wildlife . . .

Nowhere but

the Wildflower Center!

It's that time _
again! The Wildflower
Center’s annual
Wildflower Days
Festival is just around
the corner, Saturday
and Sunday, April 12
and 13. This year’s
theme is “Wildflowers
& Wildlife.” Lectures,
authors, and educa-
tional activities will
focus on the complex
interdependence and
interactions between
native plants and
indigenous wildlife.

Our keynote
speaker this year is
environmentalist and
activist Robert F.
Kennedy Jr., who will
give a talk entitled “A

~ Contract With Qur

Future,” which
addresses our respon-
sibility as caretakers
of the environment for
future generations.

MR. KENNEDY'S
ADDRESS TAKES PLACE
SATURDAY, APRIL 12,

AT 1:30 P.M. AT THE
WILDFLOWER CENTER

Attorney Robert F.
Kennedy Jr.s reputa-
tion as a resclute
defender of the envi-
ronment stems from a
litany of successful
legal actions. He has
prosecuted govern-
ments and companies
for polluting the
Hudson River and -
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Robert F. Kennedy Jr.,

Environmental Attorney

Lotig Island Sound,
won settlements for
the Hudson Riverkeeper,
and sued sewage
treatment plants to
force compliance with
the Clean Water Act.
Hudson Riverkeeper
John Cronin describes
Mr. Kennedy as “a
pioneer as an attorney
in the area of munici-
pal and government
responsibility for
environmental
problems.”

Mr. Kennedy'

continied on page 3



A SENSE OF DIrRECTION

Spring is always a time of
renewal and anticipation for
the native flora. Therefore, as |
leave the Wildflower Center
after 13 years as Executive
Director, I reflect on the
incredible growth and accom-
plishments of the organization
and the status of the
WildHower Center’s mission
throughout North America
and the world.

The goal of protecting and
reestablishing regicnally
rative plants in planned land-
scapes continues to be accept-
ed by the public at a logarith-
mic rate because it makes
sense and is the right thing to
do for the natural world on
which we ultimately depend.

Ecologically,
the reestablish-
ment of native |
plantsinour @
planted areas  pug k. Norihington,
provides ¢riti-  PRD. is the former
cal wildlife Executive Director
habitat, soil holding and
building, and protection for
the immense genetic potential
of the biodiversity that bal-
anced ecosystems support.

Envirammentally, reestab-
lishment of native plants saves
other natural resources by
reducing watering, chemical
use, and other traditional
inputs - not to mention
replacement costs for plants

continued on page 5

NEW SHOES

It is with appreciation and
anticipation [ have assumed
the role as Interim Executive
Director of this remarkable
organization. My appreciation
of David Northington's legacy
and his dedication to the mis-
sion of the Wildflower Center
is profound. Dr. Northington
has left impressive footprints,
and his contributions will be
lasting. I believe the greatest
compliment the Wildflower
Center can bestow upon him
is to carry his work forward.

It is also with anticipation |
bring my own shoes to lead
during this period. During my
tenure as Interim Executive
Director, I will emphasize
community. Bach department

and program

does not

operateina

vacuuim. :
Board mem- Martha Farner is
bers, staff, Interim Execufive
volunteers, D

members, and supporters -
we need each other. I will
under-gird relations which
now exist and will explore
additional ways we can
appropriately connect.

As we strengthen our
community and connections
within, I also will be exploring
new connections and expan-
sion of our oufreach - seeking
new possibilities and potential

continued on page 5

CENTER'S ANNUAL BLACK-TIE CELEBRATION
HONORS MRS. JOHNSON'S VISION

mmunity concepts, taxonomi
_principles and plant identification
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Festival

graduated from
Harvard University,
studied at the London
Schoot of Economics,
and received his law
degree from the Uni-
versity of Virginia Law
School. He also earned
a masters degree in
Environmental Law
from Pace University
School of Law.

He serves as Chief
Prosecuting Attorney
for the Hudson
Riverkeeper and
Senior Attorney for
the Natural Resources
Defense Council. He
has worked on envi-
ronmental issues
throughout the
Americas, and has
assisted several
indigenous tribes in
Latin America and
Canada in successfully
negotiating treaties
protecting traditional
homelands. The New
York City Watershed
Agreement, which he
negotiated on behalf
of environmentalists
and New York City
watershed consumers,
is regarded as an inter-
national model in
stakeholder consensus
negotiations and sus-
tainable development.

Sharing the stage
with Mr. Kennedy

contined from page 1

will be a number of
nationally acclaimed
authors and experts.

Craig Tufts, Chief
Naturalist for the
National Wildlife
Federation, will dis-
cuss the NWF's
Backyard IHabitat
Program, while noted
native plant expert
and author Sara Stein
will tatk about her
new book, Planting
Noah's Garden.
Perennial Wildflower
Days guests Sally and
Andy Wasowski
return for another
enjoyable presentation
about native Texas
gardens, and botanist
and author fJames
Reveal will present a
lecture about the early
days of botany in the
United States.
Tolklorist Laura
Martin, and a host of
experts, musicians,
and storytellers round
out the festivities.

So, mark your
calendars, pack your
bags, and join us as
the Wildflower Center
celebrates another
spectacular Hill
Country spring!

Slly & Andy
Woasowski

SCHEDULED SPEAKERS

Butterflies, bats, and backyard
habitats are a few of the topics
that will bring the world of Wild-
flowers and Wildlife alive during
the Wildflower Days Festival
weekend. Besides the Keynote
Address by Robert E Kennedy
Jr., other nationally known
speakers include;

Craig Tufts, Chief Naturalist,
National Wildlite Federation
Sally and Andy Wasoiwski,
authors and Texas native plant
experts, Sara Stein, author and
habitat gardening expert, Dr.
Tames Reveal, botanist and
author, Laura Martin, folklorist
and author, Nancy Newfield,
author and hummingbird
expert, Janet Tyburec, Edu-
cation Director and bat habitat
expert, Bat Conservation
International, Judith Levicofl,
monarch butterfly expert,
Patricia Taylor, author.
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Experts answer quest
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A SENSE OF DIRECTION  from page 2
not adapted to the soils and climatic extremes
of their region.

Aesthetically, we gain extended seasonal
calor, new design optiens, and a regional
“sense of place,” instead of the homogeneous
look of traditional landscapes. And this is
possible with naturalistic, semi-formal, or for-
mal garden design styles. For many, this may
be one of the most compelling reasons to
begin incorporating regional, propagated
native plants into planned landscapes.

Whatever the reason, this “movement” is
rapidly becoming the way of the future, the
immediate future. Because it has been
embraced by the mainstream, it is no lor:ger
the cause of the historic native plant enthusi-
ast. It gives me great pride to watch as this
ecologically sound and regionally appropriate
(and beautiful) land ethic continues to become
a permanent and positive charge in the way
we all live with the land. I thank you for being
the agents of this change, as will future gener-
ations. Keep up the good work!

NEW SHOES - from page 2

alliances and partnerships throughout Nozth
Ammerica. This focus will broaden our base of
funding support, extend our circie of friends,
and open doors to conversations and collabo-
rations with organizations who could be
appropriate pariners in carrying out our
important mission.

As one of my favorite philosophers,
Dr. Seuss, reminds us, “We have brains in our
heads and feet in our shoes; together we can
lead .. .” the National Wildflower Research -
Center from strength to new strength. We
look forward to the continuation of your. -
environmental and financial support.

Editor’s Note: Dr. David Northington has stepped’
down as Executive Director of the National
Wildflower Research Center. The staff of the. . -
Wildflower Center wish to express their gratitude to
Dr. Northington for his commitment to the Center’s
mission and goals. His leadership established the
Wildflower Center as one of the most respected
authorities on North American native plants. While
the Board of Directors conducts a national search for
a new executive director, the Wildflower Center is in
the capable hands of Interim Executive Director,
Martha Farmer. Ms. Farmer is the founding director,
and developer of Lendership Texas and Leadership
America. She has served as a consultant to women's
leadership programs in California, Illinois, Kentucky,
Missouri, Tennessee, and Washington, D.C. In addi-
tior, she serves as Director of Developroent for A
Presidential Classroon for Young Americans, andisa
member of the Board of Directors of the Foundation for
Wonzen's Resources.

NEW ENGLAND

Waltham, MA: Principles of Plant Feology, March 5,12,
19 & 26, Contact: The Armold Arboretum, 125
Arborway, Jamaica Flain, MA 02130, (617) 524-1718.

Cambridge, MA: Infroduction fo Plant Geography, March
18,25, April 1, 8 & 15, Contack: The Ameld Arborehum,
125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain, MA 0213G, (617) 524-1718.

Stamford, CT: Guided Tour of the Rose Thislens Ecology
Trail, March 23, Rebirth of Trees in Springtine, April 20,
Making a Woodland Garden, May 7, Contact: The
University of Connecticut Barilett Arboretum, 151
Brookdale Rd., Stamford, CT 06903, (203) 322-6971.

MiHbrook, NY: Ecolagical Alternatives fo Lawns, Aprif 12,
Naiive Wildflowers for the Display Garden, April 27,
Contact: Institute for Ecosystem Studies, Box R (Route
H4A), Millbrook, NY 12545, (914) 677-9643.

New London, CT: Spring Wilidflowers, Mayﬁ Contact:
Connecticut College Arboretum, 270 Mohegan Ave "
New London, CT 06320, (860} 438-5020. -

MID-ATLANTIC

New Hope, PA: Knowing Native Planfs Swns of Spng
March 22, Explore Wildflowers on Buckmgham Mounkain,
April 16, Knorwirig Native Plants: Spring Ephemerais, April
.26, Contact: Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve,
.Washmg‘on Crossmo Historic Park, Box 685, New
Hope, PA 18938 (213} 862-2924.

Iou_;svllle_ ok .‘._Wildﬂowers,

- SOUTHEAST
.'Atlanfa, G

OKLAHOMA/TEXAS

Austin, TX: Wild Basin Walk, Maxch 1, 2,22, Plant
Idesitificetion, March 9, 16, 23, Contact: Wild Basin
Preserve, 805 N. Capital of Texas Hwy, Austin, TX
78746, (512) 327-7522.

Cuero, TX: Wildflower Live Specimen Exhibit, April 1-30,
Wildflower Excursion, Aprit 12, Contact: DeWitt County
Wildflower Assn., Box 994, Cuero, TX 77954,

(512) 275-9942,

Houstor, TX: Spring Wﬂdﬂdwers,'Aprﬂ 6, Contact:
Houston Arboretuin and Nature Center, 4501 Woodway
Dr., Houston, TX 77024, (713) 681-8433.

Austin, TX: Wildflower Days Festival; A'ﬁril 12&15
Contact: National Wildflower Research Center, 4801 La
Crosse Ave., Austin, TX 78739, (512) 292-£100.

NORTE: CENTRALMIDWEST

Peoria, IL: Leafless Tree ID Walk, March 22, Signs of
Spring Walks, April 13-May 18, Contact: Forest Park
Nature Center, 5809 Forest Park Dr., Peoria, 1L 61614,
(309) 686-3360.

" Rocky MouNTams

Riverton, WY: Rare Plant Workshep, March 4-5, Contact:
Wyoming Native Plant Soclety, 1604 Grand Ave.,
Laramie, WY 80270, (307) 745-5026.

Missoula, MT: Meeting of the Clark Fork Chapter of the
Montang Native Plant Society, March 13, May 8, Contact:
Tulli Kerstetter, Box 6444, Bozeman, MT 59771, (406}
566-3057.

Kalispell, MT: Meeting of the Flathead Chapter of the
Montana Nattve Flant Society, March 19, Contack:
Tulli Kerstetter, Box 6444, Bozeman, MT 50771,
(A06536-2057: :
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If you're planning a road-trip this spring ~ May 31, and may be reached at (512) 832-
and have some time to spare, consider calling  40359. If you know of hotlines not listed here,

these numbers to find the best wildflower please send these to NWRC, Wildflower
displays along your route. If you are traveling Hotlines, 4801 La Crosse Avenue, Austin,
through Texas, the Wildflower Center’s TX 78739. We'll be sure they make next
Wildflower Hotline runs from March 16 - year’s list.
U.S5. FOREST SERVICE OHIO
NATIONAL WILDEFLOWER OhioDepartment of Transportation, Debbie Brown
HOTLINE (614) 644-7151
Wildflower and native plant events on public lands
(800) 354-4595 (April - August) . PENNSYLVANTIA

ARIZONA
Phoenix; Pesert

Botanical Garden - TEXAS
(602) 481-8134 (March - April) STATEWIDE
(e National Wildflower Research Center
CALIFORNIA (512) 832-4059 (March 16 - May 31)
Pasadena area: Theodore Payne Foundation Texas DOT Wildflower Reporting Service
(818) 768-3533 (800) 452-9292
San Diego area: Anza Borrego Desert State Park LOCAL o Lai
(619) 767-4684 Lake Buchanan/Inks Lak Hot Line
(512) 416-5700 :
NEW ENGLAND Dashington
The New England Wild Flower Society (800) z}é 5.3695
(508) 877-6574
(24-hour recording of what is in bloom at the Garden
in the Woods near Bosten; a good guide fo whatis in UTAH
/© BORE B Red Buite Gardens

bloom around New England) (801) 581-4747 (April - September)

Z NATIONAL WILDFLOWER RESEARCH CENTER Periodicals -
= 4801 LA CROSSE AVENUE. AUSTIN, TEXAS 78739 Postage Paid at .
; Austin, Texas ..

$ General Information, (512) 292-4100
g’s‘?@é Wild Ideas: The Store, (512) 292-4300
£ Membership, (512) 292-4200

# Official Web Site, www.wildflower.org

gg The Wildflower Center is a member of Earth Share of Texas

zarthShare

Grow Native
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