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Celebrate the glorious return of spring
with the Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center! The Center’s annual
Wildflower Days Festival is just
around the corner. Scheduled for
Saturday and Sunday, April 18 and 19,
this year’s theme is “The Nature of
America” and will emphasize the
beauty and diversity of the many eco-
logical regions of the United States.

Our keynote speaker is interna-
tional environmentalist Jean-Michel
Cousteau, presenting a talk entitled
“Redesigning Our Fuature”

Mr. Cousteau has speat his life
exploring the world’s oceans and is an
impassioned spokesman for the envi-
ronment. Reaching out to the public
through lectures and a unique educa-
tional field study program cailed
Project Ocean Search, he speaks to as
many as 100,000 students every year.

Instrumental in creating plans for
the development of a tropical island in

the Bismarck Sea,
Mr. Cousteau
was selected by
the Malagasy
government (o
participate in a
national survey
for the environ-

mental protection
and development of Madagascar.

He has served as the executive
producer of numerous television
and cinematic projects documenting
the work of his father, environmental-
ist and ocean pioneer Jacques-Yves
Cousteau, including The Undersea
Adventures of Jacques Cousteau and
the Emmy award-winning
Cousteau/Mississippi.

Sharing the stage with Mr.
Cousteau will be a number of nation-
ally acclaimed authors and experts,
including nature photographer

continued on page 6

Fifteen years ago; the National - 5
Wildflower Research Center was, -
founded by Lady Blrd}ohnson anci
Helen Hayes'to preserve: and

“reestablish native plants” across the

nation. On March 29; 1998

“the Wildflower Center honors. |

Mrs. Johnson by donning 3 new
name <- The Lady Blrd ]ohnson
\Wl]dﬂower Center




efforts across North' Amenea “Thi
; conference sceks to give new
momentuni 1o Mrs “Johnson” S Visio
“of voadside beautification and eeo
':_leglcally sound management prac
“tices: By providing a’venue it w

~state officials; department 0f"t1an
-'fportatlon ofﬁcmls ‘and road51de _
beautification and’ mananement spe
Cclalists can exchange ideas and inds: -
tiatives, we Hope to clarify the bene
~Hits‘of using wﬁdﬂowers and native
"plants along otir nation’s foadside
< Texas’ First Lady, Lara Bush :
_"WIIE give: Sundays Keynote B
l“Address_ and: _Lady. Bin d Johnsen'_.‘

: for-the conference eall_Fle-Oxle a
”(512) 20204200 ext. 116
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NEW ENGLAND

Boston, MA: New England Spring Wildflower
Show, Mareh 7 - 15, Contact: Massachusetts
Horticultural Society, Bay Side Exposition
Center, Boston, MA, {617) 336-9280,
Framingham, MA: Designing a “Naturai”
Lundscape, March 21, Contact: The New
England Wild Flower Society, 180 Hemenway
Road, Framingham, MA 01701, (508) 877-
7630 ext. 3303.

The Bronx, NY: 4bons Woodland Volunteer
Days, Saturdays, April 4 - June 15, Contact:
Josh Nelson, Forest Project Manager, (718)
549-3200 ext. 21 1.

Valhalla, NY: Native Planis Conference, May
16, Contact: Westchester Cormmmunity College
Foundation (914) 783-6670.

SOUTHEAST

Memphis, TN: Wildflower Open Garden,
April 5, Contact: Jim Browne, Memphis
Botanic Garden, 750 Cherry Road, Memphis,
TN 38117-4699, (910} 685-1566 ext. 106.
Birmingham, AL: Spring Fiesfa, April 17 &
18, Contact: Birmingham Botanical Gardens,
2612 Lane Park Road, Birmingham, AL
35223, (205) 879-1227.

- Palm Coast, FL.: Earth Day, April 18 & 19,
Contact: Renee Branham or Doug Carter,
Washington Oaks State' Gardens, 6400 North
. Oceanshore, P' m Coast, T ':'32137
(904) 446 6780

g -Coﬁféct.

7 Apri
26 Contact JennyAndrews Cheek\wo :

Morgantown, WV: Spring Wildflower Walks,
April 12, 19 & 26, Contact: Jon Weems, Core
Arboretum, West Virginia University,
Morgantown, WV, 26506-6037, (304) 293-
5201 ext. 2347,

Far Hills, NX: Plant Sale and Earth Day
Celebration, April 18 & 19, Centact: Surina
Rashid, Leonard J. Buck Gardens, 11 Layton
Road, Far Hills, NJ 07931, (908) 234-2677 ext.
21,

Troy, OH: Spring Wildflower Walks, April 19
& 26; May 3 & 16, Contact: Debbie Brill,
Brukner Nature Center, 5995 Horseshoe Bend
Road, Troy, OH 45373, {937} 698-6493.
Dayton, OH: Cox Arboretum Wildflower Sale,
April 25, Contact: Cox Arboretum, 6733
Springboro Road, Dayton, OH 45449-3496,
(937) 434-9005.

OKLAHOMA/TEXAS

Cuero, TX: Group Tours of Wildflowers, April
1 - 15, Contact: JoAnn Edge, DeWitt County
Historical Muscum, 312 East Broadway,
Cuero, TX 77954, {512) 275-6971.

Austin, TX: The Wildflower Loop and Tour of
Wildseed Company, April 11, Contact:
Weedpeople, ¢/o Zilker Garden Center, (312)
477-8672.

Houston, TX: Wildflower Bus Towr, April 18,
Contact; Nellene Harvey, Mercer Arboretum
and Botanic Gardens, 22306 Aldine-Westficld
Road, Houston, TX 77338, (281) 443-8731.
Austin, TX: Wildflower Days Festival 1998,
April 18 & 19, Contact: Patricia Alholm,
Natienal Wildfiower Research Center, 4801 La

= Crosse Avenue, Austin, TX 78739, (512) 292-

200:'ext_ 128,
usion, TX: Earh Day Celebration, April -
tact: uston Arboz_etum & Nature
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" wildflowers can be found.

WATIONAL SCENC
CBYWAY, Cz"‘il/F@Eﬂ/ﬂ e

“Renota Rich Fores? .
 lnformation Spe: C/a'/fﬁf

The Sierra Vista National Scemc o

. Byway has wildflowers and so "
*much more! Wildflowers.start-
. blooming in March along the
" 3,000-foot élevation arid continu¢ - -
~ blooming at higher elevations as the -
' weather warms, teaching upper por- - .=

- tions of the Scenic Byway in August.
Tt doesn’t matter’ when you come o, B
~enjoy the views; solitide, and beau‘{y, SN

- Begin your spring jaunt by explormg the . S

ower elevations of the Sceni¢ Byway. and

- take timé to visit the Exact Geographical . .
" Ceriter of California. A month later; you'll |

find spring has moved up the mountain’and

" niow offers new. species of flowers to apprem—-'& I

“ate.- Take it all in from Mile High Vista and

. venturea look across the'Sietra Nevada to.” 5
“‘Mammoth Mountain: Just around the corner,. "

. . dogwoods begin blooming in May: Thered:
~snow plants mingle in‘the pines and cedar,”

- and you can depend on the wild azaleas being 5

52@%@%/% TANS Wya/ﬁ//Vg

““in full; fragrant bloom on the 4th of July! _
- When the sinminer has heated everything

else ‘the upper portion (7 000-foot. elevation) N

- of the Scenic Byway is just welcoming the
new flowers-as they push back the 's'now
~As the road méanders under Yoserhite:

- National Park, dround granite domies; and
- “through Beasore Meadows, flowers line the

“-ioad as if planted on purpose: The' meadows ' o =

: are alive with color and variety. Jackass |
- Méadow is a most awesome place to wander
*and explore Don’t forget your wildflower -

. book; binoculars; and camera. Camptrrounds L
- are available all along the foute, so come stay.. :

- awhile.

- Fot more mformat:on and dlrectlons 0'111 s
' Slezra_ Nationa} Forest (209) 877-2218 ext 0.-

Tom Tunt'7i; ﬁ)féﬁ?‘ Health /Vafmgemﬁf Kty

s Nothmg I've seen cothpares with the riot of color when spring graces the subalpine
- meadows of the Bighorn Mountains of Wyoming. Reds, blues, yellows, whites, and
-purples are all present in high concentration on the tens- of thousands of acres of
' National Forest right next to the highway bétween Sheridan and Lovell. Spring arrives

late in the Rockies -- last year even later than usual. The meadows were in full bloom
when we'artived on Tune 30 after one of the most severe winters in decades. The red

:_ - flowers were Indian paintbrush and the biues and purples lupines. A half dozen species
: were in bloom on every square foot.

Winter wasn’{ quite over yet. A heavy; Wet stiow bégan to fall. The flowers looked
all the prettier pecking through their blanket of snow. The next day the snow melted

- and the bloom continued.

Come walk among thesé wildflowers, but be sure to bring warm clc}thmg --1have

- Bieen snowed on in every summer month!

For more mformatmn and directions, call Bighorn National Forest (307) 672-0751.




T;‘IL//VEA/;‘I 5C‘EA//C‘DE’/V£ ﬁEKf‘l/V5/{5 WG’///M Ower, 7"’0/‘@57‘507‘0/2/57”

I came to Arkansas about a ycar ago from my native Idaho. I made my move expecting to see moss- draped oaks and nut Eaden thkOI‘]CS
covering low rolling hills and lazy, turtle-rich streams burbling through fern-filled bottomlands. Although- T miss my fnends, family, and
favorite mountain wildflowers, the seductive South has rewarded me with a host of botanical delights. e :

Central Arkansas’ Ouachita National Forest is blessed with an impressive bouquet of wildflowers. Spring beoms in February with-colorful -
violets and dainty trilliums and hits its full stride around the first of April with grand displays of dogwoods and reédbuds. The: wildflower
season peaks in late April and early May with abundant drifis of bnght yeflow coreopsis along most rural highways’ and more exotrc treats’
like ladyshpper orchids in the moist shady bottomlands. -

The diversity of wﬂdﬂowers in the Ouachlta Natronai Forest is a result of the range of namrai
habitats sheltered inits mountains. Last year I took a day trip to the dwarf white oak forests along the
Talimena Scenic Drive west of Mena, through the open pine/bluestem prairies north of Waldron,. back
through the wetlands at Richardson’s Bottom east-of Story, to my home in Hot Springs. I saw 'more
. than one hundred different species of wildflowers bloornmg that day Sprmg in the Ouachitas is™
it heavenly, surely the best the South has to offer..

» For more information and directions, call Ouachlta Natmnal Forest (501) 321 5202

ROAN /%ﬁd/ﬁ/ TAMN, NoR 7H C’;‘W OL/A//i
Paf/yom‘/ﬁ ;’0/'(257‘//7 fef/‘me e ‘5/%5/0//57‘

Every year I marvel at the incredible onrai diversity-of the Sonthem Appalachlan forest .

Bxl ILan, LsEs - and its wildflower parade that runs from March through October But for dazzling colorand -

- blooming abundance, there’s nothmg like walkmg through the Catawba 1hododcndrons on Roan

-~ Mountain! ;

: Roan Mountain, acmally a flve—mﬂe ndge reachmg a height of 6, 286 feet stretches along the -

= "state line between Tenniessee and North' Carolina: The accessible trails that wind through the natur-__ o

" al gardens are part of Pisgah National Forest. You can walk among the tall, rounded rhododendron

" bushes that have been pruned by wind and winter weather. My favorite spot along the trail is the

~ viewing platform overlooking hundreds of acres of rhododendrons. If you're here around the thlrd R
- week of June, the bushes will be covered by huge magenta blooms. S RRSTEE

- Beyond the: rhododendron gardens, you can explore stately spruce-fir fotests and fol[ow the .

B world-famous Appalachian Trail across spectacular grassy balds, vast mountain meadows dotted c

. with flame azaleas and smaller wildflowers such as the blood-red Gray’s lily first discovered by

" Asa Gray on Roan Mountain. In fact, for 200 vears, botanists have considered Roan Mountain a.-

" tredsure trove of rare and interesting plants. So visit us this spmng and experlence the thrill of Wlld— el

~ flower discovery on Roan Mountain.

For more information and directions, call Pisgah National Forest (704) 682 6146

gUA//WSO/V 57‘15//!/ C’&ZOE;’{DO ?’a}f Austin, Fa/’eﬁ?‘ 5/0/057/57‘

My daughter and'T stood on the ndge 1ook1ng out over the w;de open ‘Ohio Creek Valley Snow SUH dappled the hzgher mountams m the
*. Gunnison Basin'like the $pots on a paint horse. This is one of my favorite times of year because of the contrast between the patches of snow.-
“and the dark moist edrth. The familiar smell of damyp sagebrush and phiox wafted across the air; pine needlegrass, squirréttail, and Fendler
- bluegrass the color of tender Bibb lettuce were beginning to poke up between the sagebrush. : :
3 It was the paintbrush, locoweed, and mule’s cars on the hillside that had caught my eye. How Mother Nature had created such a brllhant
- landscape 1 would never know! Something about the background of the distant mountains and the gray-green sage set off the intense red-orange
~-0f the paintbrush and magenta of the Lambert’s locoweed, highlighted by the large, veliow sunflowér-like mule’s ears. There were other flowers
+ blooming amongst the sage: the wonderful-smelling Hood’s phlox, delicate pasque flowers, Easter daisies, deep blue low farkspur, chokeberry,
. .yarrow, bitterbrush, scarlet gilia, buckwheat, sugarbowls, kinnikinnik, broomrape, and serviceberty, As I'walked along the ridge, my eye caugbt
"_a soft pink color hidden close to the ground. There between scattered rocks and bitterbrush was a ballhead cactus in fuli bloom. - :
.~ It was spring again in the Gunnison Basin. For more information and directions, cail Grand Mesa, Uncompahcre and Gunmson Natlonai
'_Fmests (970) 641-0471. : : : :




The Great
American
EcoAdventure is
just for you.

it’s an exploration of four
natural neighborhoods --
the Woodlands, Desert,
Prairie, and Wetlands. In
each of the natural neigh-
borhoods, you'll learn
secrets about plants
growing in the neighbor-
hood and discover how
they have adapted to
survive, There is an
EcoAdventure around
EVET'Y COITET.

Create woodland
creatures from cones,
sticks, and other natural
objects. Uncover cactus
roois and learn how some
desert plants store water.
Clean prairie seeds and
build a seed ball while
collecting data on the

these water plants tell
their secrets on the
underside of their leaves.
The Great American
EcoAdventure includes a
take-home travel guide,
local highlights, detailed
tour information, and, of
course, photo opportuni-
ties. Specially designed
postcards help you chart
your course through the
Woodland, Desert,
Prairie, and Wetland
neighborhoods. Road
signs along the way indi-
cate slow zones (where
wildflowers are at work)
and plant crossing zones.
Entrances to neighbor-
hoods are ¢learly marked.
Plan on taking about
an hour to complete your
Great Americar
EcoAdventure, but be
sure to keep plenty of
time open for all the

ey S e

seed ball’s function.
Explore the secrets of a

other Wildflower Days
‘08 “Nature of America”
events and activities.

7 wettand environment --
Festival art by Mary Welborn, The Future of the Garden, 20" x 30"

WILDFLOWER DAYS

David Middleton, co-
creator of The Nature
of America, a photo-
graphic compilation
of North America’s
greatest parks and
wild areas and
Angela Overy, author
of Sex in Your Garden,
who will provide a
humorous look at the
reproductive straiegies
of garden plants.
Other speakers wilt include C.
Coleston Burrell, author of 4
Gardener’s Encyclopedia of
Wildflowers; award-winning writer

and photographer Andy Wasowski,
best known for Texas Native Plants
and Requiem for a Lawnmower, Scott
Millard, author of Pruning, Planting
and Care; landscape photographer,
writer, and teacher, Jim Bones, whose
work has appeared in publications
such as Audubon, Natural History,
Atlantic Monthly, and Texas Monthly
magazines; and Judy Mielke, land-
scape designer and author of Native
Plants for Southwest Landscapes.
Artist Mary Welborn created the
art to reflect the 1998 Wildflower
Days festival theme, “The Nature of
America.” The design above high-
lights a child playing amidst a tapes-

canifnued from page 1

try of wildflowers
vividly blooming in
the colors of America.
Welborn will be
available during
Wildflower Days

to autograph the
festival’s commemorative art print.
Ms. Welborn works with art buyers,
and galleries to develop custom art for
private residences, hotels, and

offices. She is currently exhibiting
her work at the Paragone Gallery in
West Hollywood.
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Last year$s keynofe
speaker, Robert

F Kennedy, Ir,
delivers a rousing
address on the
enpironmental
concerns facing
Americans.

Our youngest festival
barticipants learn about
native plants and the
natural world and
always take something
bome with them.

Theme Garden
w/Native

Plaut Experts

Younyg visitors take a closer look

at the Welland Pond.

A i

Hundreds gather

in the Main

Talented native
plant artists and

artisans display .
Courtyard during

Wildflower Days.

and sell their work,

Local musicians entertain visilors
in the Food Court area.

March/April 1998 ‘287



j oin Us! You may JOll’l as a new Member renew your Membersmp, or gwe the’ glft that ]asts a full year. Slmply
- fill out this form ‘and mail with a check ot your credit card information: Members recelve many beneflts but most it
" 1mportanﬂy, Mcmbersmp supports the many educauon programs at the Center I ‘

- _If Glf‘i: Membershlp, ‘to Whom :

Your Name

Address

ﬁ_ C:ty/State/ZIP

Mastercard VISEL e

1Discover No on card

B \Iame On card ; Rt S Slcrnature

___Individual (525) ___Household (835) ___Supporting ($60) (includes tote!)

 Call (512) 2924200 ext. 137 for more information on Membership Levels and Benefits. Thank you for your support. .

N AT i A .
NATIONAL WILDFLOWER RESEARCH CENTER peikiicals -
QON YO BE THE LADY BIRD JOHNSON WILDFLOWER CENTER Postage Raid at
801 LA CRCGSSE AVENUE. AUSTIN, TEXAS 78739 AUStiﬂf%gxas'

% General Information, (512) 292-4100 5
2 Wild ldeas: The Store, (512) 292-4300
$ Membership, (512) 292-4200

# Official Web Site, www.wildflower.org

gg The Wildflower Center is a member of Earth Share of Texas

Eashare
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